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The Whole Tru 


The Official Magazine of the Church Of God In Christ 


MISSION 


It is the mission of The Whole Truth magazine to provide the general constituency 
of the Church Of God In Christ with a quality publication which will edify, educate, 
and empower. This will be accomplished through special features which include 
coverage of religious and news events relevant to the Church Of God In Christ; 
profiles of COGIC members; and literary contributions by COGIC members. 
The Whole Truth shall endeavor to effect greater unity within this 
denominational body of Christ by communicating the program and message 
of the leadership of our National Church and by promoting and utilizing the wealth 
and resources of journalistic talent from among our own contituency. 


THE LEGACY CONTINUES: PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS 


The Whole Truth is the official news source for the more than 5 million members of the International Church Of God In Christ, the nation’s premier Holiness -Pentecostal 
denomination. The historically acclaimed Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the Church Of God In Christ in 1897; and since its inception the predominately Black 
body has impacted all segments of Christendom throughout the world. The Whole Truth can trace its existence to the 1900s when the news journal reported on various 
social and spiritual issues, and the saints have embraced the publication as their official news source from that point in history. 


If you are a member in good standing with the Church Of God In Christ, but do not consider yourself a professional writer, or if you are a journalist who meets that same 
criteria; The Whole Truth’s editorial staff would like to hear from you. It would be an honor to report the latest newsworthy events concerning your church, district, and 
jurisdiction. Let your brothers and sisters in the Lord rejoice, praise, and pray with you as they read about achievements, breakthroughs, current events, conventions, home- 
going celebrations, weddings, etc. 


Please be advised that all articles, related resource information, and photos are placed in The Whole Truth’s archives and will not be returned. Additionally, the editorial staff 
at The Whole Truth reserves the right to reject, edit, and rewrite all submittals. 


You may send your articles, news updates, and photos to The Whole Truth, Attention: Editor-In-Chief, 2500 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38114. 
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HOLY GREETINGS TO EACH OF YOU in the name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. I am glad for you and I’m rejoicing with you for being blessed 
by God to see the beginning of this New Year, 2004. It was my pleasure to meet 
and greet more than 2,000 of the precious Saints of the Church Of God In Christ 
at the 96th International Holy Convocation in Memphis, ‘Tennessee. 

During your visit to The Whole Truth booth at Exhibitor's Hall in the Cook 
Convention Center, many of you shared with me your genuine happiness con- 


cerning the progress of the official news source for our Church. More than 500 of 


you renewed your subscription, and personally thanked the staff for making sure 
that a magazine was delivered to you each quarter. 

Some of our subscribers expressed concerns about paying for subscriptions but not receiving your Whole Truth 
in the mail. I addressed those well-founded concerns by compiling a special list to ensure that every saint who paid 
for a subscription in 2003 but did not receive it will receive The Whole Truth for the full 2004 calendar year. We are 
sorry for the inconvenience! 

Following the 2003 Holy Convocation, I met with the distribution manager of the company that has been hired 
to mail and maintain the subscription data base of The Whole Truth. After reviewing the list of those who were not 
receiving the publication, we thought it was best to implement a special tracking system. 

I am pleased to announce that our tracking system is up and running. As of this issue, any subscriber can con- 
tact us and find out exactly when it’s time to renew their subscription. 

It is my endeavor to satisfy all of the customer service concerns of our subscribers. After all, if I can’t be above 
board and forthright about the official news source of our Church, then the question should be, “Elder Burns, what 
can you be above board about?” 

I look forward to keeping you informed about the vision for ministry, programs, and policies of our beloved 
Church Of God In Christ in the upcoming months. Please pray for me, as I pray for you, that way our prayers will 


go up before God as one! 


Yours in Service, 


Elder Calvin L. Burns 
Editor-In-Chief, The Whole Truth 


Notice to the 96th Annual International Holy Convocation Delegates and Courtesy Car Drivers: 
LOST: DIAMOND BRACELET 

Dr. Mae Winbush, wife of General Board Member Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush, lost a family-heirloom diamond 
bracelet while in Memphis for the Convocation. Dr. Winbush advised Te Whole Truth that she believes this bracelet 
was lost while she was being transported via courtesy car between services/meetings at the Memphis Cook 
Convention Center. 

Perhaps you have been holding on to this bracelet while eagerly anticipating hearing of someone having lost it. 
Please contact Elder Calvin Burns of The Whole Truth at (901) 921-8215 if you have any knowledge pertaining to 
someone finding this diamond bracelet belonging to the Winbush family. 
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YES, LORD! 
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An inspired hymnal widely used by all 


denominations. 


This hymnal contains: 
- Anthems for worship and adoration 


- Traditional hymns for: 
- Advent 
- Lent 
- Communion 
- Special Days 
- Holy Spirit Praises 
- Choruses 


This invaluable, easy-to-use hymnal 
contains a Scriptural Index of Readings, 
an alphabetical Index of Hymn Titles and First Lines, 


as well as a topical Index of Hymns—putting all of your favorite hymns 
at your fingertips! 


Available in Deep Red or Bright Royal Blue 
Hardcover $10.00; Spiral Bound $24.95 


The Church Of God In Christ Bookstore 


Celebrating more than 30 years of Dedicated Service to The Body of Christ 
© 1982, The Church Of God In Christ Publishing Board 


285 South Main Street » Memphis, TN 38103 + Phone 901.525.4004 * Fax 901.525.4001 
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A WHOLE TRUTH SPOTLIGHT: 


Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson 


PRAISE THE LORD, SAINTS! January started the count down to our 
97th International Holy Convocation in November. At that time, Fourth Presiding 
Bishop G.E. Patterson will complete his first four-year term as Chief Apostle of the 
International Church Of God In Christ. This means that 
2004 is an election year for our beloved COGIC. 

As head of the nation’s premier Holiness-Pentecostal 
body, the Presiding Bishop has a wide-range of responsibil- 
ities, which includes serving as Publisher of the official news 
source for our Church—The Whole Truth. In keeping with 
the mission of this publication, 2004 provides another 
opportunity to promote unity within our body by spot- 
lighting the programs and message of the leadership. 

In this Spotlight, The Whole Truth reviews the focus 
and highlights of the tenure of Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson. A noted Bible 
scholar, Bishop G.E. Patterson’s administration has been recognized by a wide 
diversity of leaders for being one of innovation and keen spiritual insight. 

Highlights of his first term include: founding COGIC Charities, refurbish- 
ing Saints Academy, establishing All Saints Bible College, directing the reno- 
vation of Historic Mason Temple, upgrading the technology at our worldwide 
Headquarters, convening a much needed Constitutional Convention, leading the 
negotiations that resulted in COGIC receiving $1.8 million for the old Publishing 
House site, spearheading the historic faith-based initiative between COGIC and 
the City of Memphis, placing emphasis on seminars and workshops at all National 
Meetings, re-emphasizing the Solemn Assembly and spiritual significance of the 
International Holy Convocation, and directing the establishment of the Chisca 
Redevelopment Project. 

Our Chief Apostle’s vision for ministry has included spiritual and educational 
growth for the membership, extension of ministry into the community, and church 
expansion. His cogent message for being all that you can be in the Lord through 
holiness has been well received by every segment of our body. 

The editorial staff at The Whole Truth encourages the membership to uphold 
our Presiding Bishop and General Board in prayer. Let us pray that as a denomi- 


nation, this election year we will personify I] Corinthians 13:11 (b): 


Be perfect, be of good comfort, 

be of one mind, live in peace; 

and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you. 


Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson’s administration 
has been recognized by a wide diversity of leaders 


for being one of innovation and keen spiritual insight. 
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General Assembly Meets 


General Assembly Sets First Reading of Proposed Amendments to Constitution in April; 
Review of Budget Shows Shortfall in Paying of Reports 


by Calvin L. Burns 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE— More than 4,000 delegates 
to the 96th International Holy Convocation of the Church Of 
God In Christ filled the sanctuary at Temple of Deliverance 
COGIC Monday evening, November 10, to either participate in 
or to observe the November Meeting of the General Assembly, 
which is the Legislative Branch of our Church. Presiding Bishop 
G.E. Patterson serves as senior pastor at Temple of Deliverance. 

The General Assembly’s Chairman, Bishop J.O. Patterson 
Jr., accepted the Presiding Bishop’s gracious invitation to hold this 
meeting at the 4,500-seat Temple of Deliverance—previously 
held at the Historic Mason Temple—in order to accommodate 
the many saints interested in receiving an update of the proposed 
amendments to our Constitution approved at the Constitutional 
Convention held September 16-18 in St. Louis, Missouri. 

The assemblage would later learn that the decision had been 
made not to have the first reading of the 
approved proposed amendments to the 
Constitution until April. Our Chief 
Apostle and General Board members 
wanted to give the delegates ample time 
to study the 40-page document con- 
taining resolutions and proposed 
amendments from the 10 components 
of COGIC that are currently represented in our Constitution. 
(Please see the following excerpts of amendments on page 9.) 

Meanwhile, the atmosphere was charged with both anticipa- 
tion and excitement as the delegates to the General Assembly and 
the guests in the gallery reflected on the significance of this assem- 
bly. They were in a buzz about the spiritual outpour that occurred 
at the Holy Convocation. Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson had 
truly energized the saints in the Morning Manna services and 
during his official address at the Lord’s Day observance. Saints by 
the hundreds in every section of the spacious, state-of-the-art 
facility were discussing how they were uplifted in the various serv- 
ices and workshops which had indeed reinforced the theme of the 
96th Annual Holy Convocation: Contending for the Faith. Now 
was the time, however, for the General Assembly to address the 
crucial issue of ratifying the proposed amendments to COGIC’s 
Constitution. There was some discussion about either foregoing 
or reducing the Three Readings Rule and getting to the matter at 
hand, in order to allow the amendments to become law before 
April, 2005. 

This was indeed a real-life drama. The stage had been set for 
the Executive Branch—including the Presiding Bishop and the 
General Board (Presidium)—and the General Assembly to work 


Meanwhile, the atmosphere was charged 
with both anticipation and excitement as the 
delegates to the General Assembly and the 
guests in the gallery reflected on the signif- 
icance of this assembly. 


as a cohesive unit for the common goal of passing laws that would 
ensure the continuance of the rich legacy of our Church. During 
the convening of the Constitutional Convention, it had become 
apparent that the Presidium had concerns that some proposed 
amendments would hinder the Executive Branch in its duties of 
overseeing the day-to-day operations of COGIC. The consensus 
of the General Assembly appeared to be on protecting the checks 
and balances system that our current Constitution provides in 
operating the denomination’s three branches of government. 

The November Meeting of the 2003 General Assembly was 
called to order at 6 p.m. Elder Samuel Fluker, Chaplin for the 
body, led the delegation in a 10-minute praise and testimony 
period. There were songs of praise and thanksgiving, as the saints 
gave God the glory for sparing their lives and allowing them to 
recover from strokes, heart attacks, and other life-threatening dis- 
eases. Superintendent Samuel Carpenter 
of the Tennessee Fifth Jurisdiction testi- 
fied that in May his entire body was 
swollen from an illness that the doctors 
could not diagnose. He said the myste- 
rious illness was extremely painful, and 
that he prayed: “Lord, take away the 
pain.” The joyful Superintendent 
thanked God for immediately taking away the intense pain and 
placing him on the road to recovery. 

At 6:10 p.m., the General Assembly’s Vice-Chairman, Elder 
James W. Hunt Sr., greeted the delegation, and promptly gave his 
own praise report concerning his Church Mother, Thelma Bady. 
She had become ill while attending the Holy Convocation and 
was rushed to a local hospital where she had been placed in the 
Intensive Care Unit. The Vice- Chairman, who serves as pastor at 
Ebenezer COGIC in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was elated as he 
advised the saints that Mother Bady had responded well to her 
treatment and was scheduled to be moved from ICU and placed 
in a private room. He thanked God for His move, and the prayers 
of the saints. 

The Vice-Chairman then presented Bishop Charles E. 
Brown, Chairman of the Credentials Committee, who was asked 
to certify the house for voting. Bishop Brown moved forward 
with that request and at 6:20 p.m., he advised the Vice Chairman 
that 2,591 registered delegates to the General Assembly were cur- 
rently available to vote. 

Following the certification of the House, Elder Hunt advised 
the delegation of the arrival of our distinguished Chairman, 


Bishop J.O. Patterson Jr. The Vice-Chairman commended 


Chairman Patterson for his exceptional leadership, as he was 
escorted to his seat on the platform. 

After recognizing the arrival of the Chairman, the Vice- 
Chairman presented Elder Thomas Holsey, Chairman of the 
Rules Committee, who came forward with his committee for the 
reading of the Rules of the Assembly. 

Just as Elder Holsey started his presentation, he was alerted 
of the arrival of Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson and the General 
Board, and he promptly acknowledged the 
entrance of the Presidium to the assemblage. 
He then proceeded with having his commit- 
tee’s secretary read the rules concerning the 
manner in which the General Assembly 
conducts business. 

Some notable rules of interest are: 1) 
The General Assembly is governed by the 
Constitution of the Church Of God In 
Christ, however, in matters where the 
Constitution is silent the body shall adhere 
to Robert’s Rule Of Order; 2) The House 
may conduct business without a quorum; 
however, when it comes to ratifying amend- 
ments or articles to the Constitution those 
items must be passed with a two-thirds 
majority vote; 3) No item will be voted on 
as an amendment to the Constitution until 
after three readings; 4) The Chairman is the 
Chief Officer of the General Assembly; 5) 


The Chairman shall not conduct business 


motivates the saints. Lower: Bishop J.O. 


without an agenda; 6) The Chairman has 
the responsibility of formulating the agenda; Assembly, speaks. 
7) The Chairman shall conduct business 

only with those items that are listed on the agenda. 

Following the reading of the Rules of the Assembly, Vice- 
Chairman Hunt asked for a motion to accept the reading of the 
rules by the delegation. It was at that time that Elder James Shaw 
of the California First Jurisdiction approached Elder Hunt, and 
asked to address the House with a Point of Order. 

Elder Shaw was so recognized, and in his Point of Order, he 
expressed grave concerns about conducting business without a 
quorum. He requested that his motion be entertained to allow for 
a rule change that would call for a quorum of a two-thirds majority 
of the delegates that are certified to vote on an agenda’s items. 

Chairman Patterson then came forward to assist Vice- 
Chairman Hunt in addressing Elder Shaw’s concerns. Elder Shaw 
explained to Chairman Patterson that if a significant amount of 
certified delegates did not return to a second day of business, the 
integrity of this representative form of government could be 
diminished. 

Having fully grasped the focus of the Point of Order, 


Chairman Patterson asked, “You are asking that the rule be 


Upper: Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson 


Patterson Jr., Chairman of the General 


changed?” “Yes, that is what I am asking,” Elder Shaw replied. 

At that point, Chairman Patterson recalled the outstanding 
job rendered by Bishop Sedgwick Daniels in expediting the agenda 
at the Constitutional Convention. “Bishop Daniels would very 
kindly and very politely listen to someone present something that 
was not on the agenda, and say, ‘I'll take it under advisement,” 
the Chairman noted. “You are asking that the rule be changed. 
We are going to take it under advisement.” 

Chairman Patterson had very tactfully 
set the tone in which he would expedite the 
agenda. No new business would be enter- 
tained for the evening, and of course, this 
was in accordance to the Rule of the 
Assembly concerning doing business strictly 
with those items listed on the agenda. 

With Elder Shaw’s Point of Order 
resolved, Vice-Chairman Hunt then 
returned to the matter at hand of having a 
motion to accept the Reading of the Rules. 
First Assistant Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake requested to have the floor with his 
Point of Order. He was so recognized. 
Bishop Blake thanked the Vice-Chair, and 
then addressed the House. He noted that 
with the current Three Readings Rule it 
would be April of 2005 before the General 
Assembly could actually vote on the amend- 
ments that had been proposed at the 
Constitutional Convention of September 
16-18, 2003. He advised the Vice- 
Chairman that in his research of the 
Constitution, he could not find a specific 
reference of the Three Readings Rule. Bishop Blake then noted 
since the Rules Committee had just read the rule concerning 
three readings, would it be permissible to have a vote on an 
amendment to the Rules Committee’s report concerning three 
readings, and have it reduced to two readings. 

Vice-Chairman Hunt respectfully reminded the First 
Assistant Presiding Bishop that the Constitution did not allow for 
the Assembly to act on his request at this meeting. He noted that 
the Constitution called for the Chairman to place that matter as 
an item on a future agenda dealing with the Constitution. 

Our distinguished First Assistant Presiding Bishop reminded 
the Vice-Chair of his concerns of having to wait until two full 
years to ratify the amendments to the Constitution. He also reit- 
erated that the Constitution did not have an article dealing with 
the Three Readings Rule. 

After consulting with staff members of the Rules Committee, 
Vice-Chairman Hunt had Elder Holsey read to Bishop Blake the 
specific amendment dealing with the Three Readings Rule. The 


amendment clearly made reference to three readings. 
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At this time, Bishop Blake respectfully requested that his 
motion for a reduction of three readings to two be added as an 
amendment to the Rules of the Assembly. 

Vice-Chairman Hunt, in a mutual spirit of cooperation, 
agreed to carry the motion as an amendment. After much discussion, 
questions, points of order, unreadiness, and a ruling from the 
Parliamentarian; a motion on the amendment was put before the 
Assembly for a vote. The motion to attach Bishop Blake’s request 
to reduce the Three Readings Rule to the Two Readings Rule as 
an amendment to the Rules Committee’s report did not carry. 

At this point, the General Secretary for our Church, Elder 
A.Z. Hall, came forward to present the minutes from the April 
2003 meeting of the General Assembly. Elder Hall explained that 
within 60 days following that gathering, the minutes were mailed 
to the Jurisdictional Prelates who had them distributed accordingly. 
The General Secretary remained before the body to officially 
present the agenda. 

Following the reports from the General Secretary, Elder 
Hunt presented the highly respected Chairman of the General 
Assembly, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr., who immediately addressed 
the task at-hand. “How is everybody tonight?” Chairman 
Patterson asked. “We are going to see if we can get out of here 
tonight (expedite the entire agenda so that the Assembly would 
not have to re-convene at 10 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 11). If we don't 
have much debate; we can get out of here.” 

The first item on the agenda called for the Report from the 
Presiding Bishop and the General Board. Presiding Bishop G.E. 
Patterson thanked Chairman Patterson, and greeted the House. 
He, too, was thanking God for the spirit-filled Holy Convocation. 
Our Chief Apostle noted that he realized it was time to proceed 
with the matter at hand and he presented the Secretary of the 
General Board, Bishop W.W. Hamilton, who had the assignment 
of presenting the Presidium’s Report. 

Bishop Hamilton advised the Assembly that the report would 
be divided into the following categories: Field Actions; Chisca 
Redevelopment Project; and Constitutional Convention Report. 

In reporting on the Constitutional Convention, the Presidium 
made it clear that it simply was too much to ask of the delegates 
to be ready to have a first reading at the November meeting. After 
all, they were just seeing the document for the first time. The 
Presiding Bishop noted that it would be best for the delegates to 
take the proposals home, study them carefully, and then come to 
the April Call Meeting of the Assembly fully informed and pre- 
pared to vote on the first reading of the entire document. 

A great deal of time and effort had gone into the planning 
and convening of the 2003 Constitutional Convention. That 
same diligence should be employed by the General Assembly in 
ratifying the Amendments to the Constitution, the Presiding 
Bishop observed. 

In the Chisca Redevelopment Project segment of the report, 
Bishop Hamilton revealed that Bank of America has joined 


Group One Productions, Inc. as a partner in this venture. 


Headquartered in Winter Park, Florida, Group One has the 
responsibility of finding investors for the renovation of the old 
Chisca Hotel. This historic property was donated to COGIC by 
the Snowden family during the tenure of First Presiding Bishop 
J.O. Patterson Sr, and was fully utilized by the Church for a 
number of years. For the past several years, however, the property 
has been vacant. 

With the approval of the General Assembly, COGIC has 
entered a partnership with Group One to initiate the Chisca 
Redevelopment Project. The partnership is designed for COGIC 
to profit from the venture in its role as landowner. The plans for 
the more than $80 million project call for the redevelopment of 
the property at 272 S. Main, and the establishment of a new 
hotel. In addition, some of the 300 rooms will be converted into 
offices, retail space, and restaurants. 

Bishop Hamilton reported that City Mayor, Dr. W.W. 
Herenton, and County Mayor, A.C. Wharton, had met with the 
General Board and given their endorsement of the project. He 
explained that it was imperative for COGIC to have the support 
of the city and county governments in order to successfully com- 
plete all the phases of this innovative redevelopment initiative. 

In the Field Actions segment, Bishop Hamilton reported 
that on June 26, the General Board traveled to Cheyenne, 
Wyoming for the Homegoing Celebration of Bishop Chester 
Nubine, for which Bishop Hamilton was the officiant. On July 5, 
the General Board journeyed to Macon, Georgia for the 
Homegoing Celebration of Bishop Cephus Hicks; Bishop Roy 
Winbush gave the eulogy. 

The General Board also traveled to Dallas, Texas for a review 
of the proposed 2004 Budget of COGIC. On May 10, members 
of the General Board were in Atlanta to confirm bestowing an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree to our Presiding Bishop by 
the Charles Harrison Mason Theological Seminary and the Inter- 
denominational Theological Center. Later, they visited Saints 
Academy in Lexington, Mississippi, where they pledged $50,000 
as a body for some emergency repair work for that property. 

Bishop Malcolm Colby of Oklahoma Southwest was conse- 
crated by the General Board as a Jurisdictional Prelate, and 
General Board Member Bishop Leroy Anderson was given the 
assignment of Jurisdictional Prelate for Phoenix, Arizona. 

Bishop Hamilton also advised the delegates that the General 
Board had moved forward in the appointing of Auxiliary Bishops. 
Included in the appointments are Bishop Designee Daryl Hines 
and Bishop Designee Charles Mason Ford. 

Following Bishop Hamilton's report, there were questions 
from Jurisdictional Prelates concerning the purpose and function 
of an Auxiliary Bishop. The General Secretary for the General 
Board explained that it is the role of an Auxiliary Bishop to assist, 
and not to compete with, a Jurisdictional Prelate. He also empha- 
sized that the appointment comes with a cease and desist clause. 

After the motion to accept the Presidium’s report was carried, 


the National Trustees, headed by Bishop Designee Charles Mason 


Ford, came forward with their report. Bishop Ford asked Super- 
intendent Dickerson L.S. Wells to give the Field Actions segment 
of the report. 

In his review, Superintendent Wells told how the trustees 
conducted budget hearings to ascertain the funding needs of the 
Church for 2004. He also reported on how they had fulfilled 
their obligations in supervising the Superintendent of Properties’ 
office and in maintaining the upkeep of various properties. 

At this point, Bishop Ford came forward to discuss the 2004 
budget for COGIC. In reviewing the 10-page document, the del- 
egates saw that the proposed $7,674,700 operating budget for 
2004 is down from the 2003 operating budget of $7,888,998. 

Bishop Ford acknowledged that 
there were a number of factors for this 
down turn, but then quickly turned to 
the source of funding. He explained 
that about 60 percent of COGIC's 
budget comes in during the April Call 
Meeting; the other 40 percent is 
reported during the Holy Convocation. 

At this point, Bishop Ford noted that 70 percent of the 
denominations budget comes from the Credentials Holders’ 
Report, and that the Saints of COGIC had shown a decrease in 
their paying of both the laity and credentials report. He gave an 
illustration using a figure of three million lay members paying a 
membership report. A report of $1.1 million reflects 37 cents being 
given by three million members. On the other hand, if three mil- 
lion members paid the full assessment of $12, that computes to 
$36 million, he said. 

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees said this shortfall had 
caused the Church to have to borrow money in order to meet 
budget. He encouraged both the credential holders and lay mem- 
bers to pay their reports in full. 

The motion to approve the report from the Trustees was car- 
ried, and Elder Solomon Williams, Chairman of the Nominating 
and Screening Committee, and his fellow committee members 
gave their report. The delegates were reminded that 2004 is an 
election year, and the reading of those parties running for reelec- 
tion confirmed that all the current members of the General Board 
have notified the Nominating and Screening Committee of their 
desire to be reelected. 

Meanwhile, Bishop Jerry Maynard and Bishop Sedgwick 
Daniels respectfully withdrew their names from consideration to 
run for the General Board. That move, had been anticipated by 
Chairman Patterson, and he quipped, “I must be psychic.” 

Following the General Secretary's announcing the 2004 
Calendar and the closing directives by Chairman Patterson, 
Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson came forward with the closing 
remarks and benediction. 

In his closing remarks, the Presiding Bishop noted the ques- 
tions from the delegates concerning the budget shortfall and the 


appointment of Auxiliary Bishops. He recalled how the first 


The Chairman of the Board of Trustees said 
this shortfall had caused the Church to have 
to borrow money in order to meet budget. 
He encouraged both the credential holders 
and lay members to pay their reports in full. 


Auxiliary Bishops were appointed in the spirit of a consolation 
prize for an Elder who was strongly considered, but was not 
named a Jurisdictional Bishop. He stated that his focus of 
appointing Auxiliary Bishops is aimed at young men who are 
doing an exemplary work for the Lord in ministry, and have a 
proven track record of faithful service in our Church. He added 
that with the appointment as an Auxiliary Bishop, these young 
men will be in line to assume the next generation of leadership in 
the Church Of God In Christ. 

He gave a summary of his administration’s achievements, 
and noted that some would like to diminish his performance 
because of the 2004 elections. Our Chief Apostle recalled how he 
had made a priority of extending 
COGIC’s ministry into the commu- 
nity, which calls for a commitment to 
Missions and Outreach. 

The Presiding Bishop noted that 
some of the delegates in their discus- 
sions had tried to defend not paying 
their $12 membership reports. One 
gentleman had said the Church is looking to the same funding 
source too often. 

Our Chief Apostle respectfully disagreed with that assertion, 
and in a reflective tone of a leader asking for one to “Be For Real” 
or “Give Me A Break,” he emphatically noted: “We are talking 
about a $12 membership report.” This innovative and visionary 
leader added that if the credential holders and lay members paid 
their reports in full the need for borrowing money, reducing the 
budget, and scaling back on other resources would be eliminated. 

Superintendent Arthur Patterson of Louisville, Kentucky (who 
is not related to the Presiding Bishop), noted that the jurisdic- 
tional prelates need to take the lead in alerting the lay members 
about the shortfall in their giving, while explaining to them the 
importance of the annual $12 laity reports to the national church. 

“Most of our jurisdictions meet monthly on a Saturday for 
fellowship, and to take care of various business matters,” Supt. 
Patterson observed. “This is an ideal venue for the jurisdictional 
bishops to stress to the superintendents and pastors how the 
national church depends on the credential and laity reports in for- 
mulating its budget. They in turn could develop strategy that is 
designed to obtain 100 percent participation from both the cre- 
dential holders and laity.” 

Supt. Patterson added that some lay members may be con- 
fused when it comes to paying a laity report to the national 
church, because of the various financial obligations that exist in 
some jurisdictions. He reiterated his point concerning jurisdic- 
tional prelates taking the lead in clarifying the purpose and 
importance of the laity report, noting, “I believe if we are going 
to truly adhere to our Presiding Bishop's desire for us as a body 
to ‘Contend for the Faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints, then we must learn how to be good stewards and support 


the ministries and programs of our national church.” 
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Excerpts of Proposed Amendments 


to COGIC’s Constitution 


Delegates to the General Assembly are studying the Proposed 
Amendments to our Constitution so they will be ready for the first 
of three readings of the proposals at the April Call Meeting. 

The following excerpts are taken from the approved Proposed 
Amendments that were made by the 10 components currently rep- 
resented in the Constitution of the International Church Of God 
In Christ at the 2003 Constitutional Convention. 


GENERAL BOARD 
Amendment #937 
Ifa Presiding Bishop chooses to retire, or is not re-elected to the 
office of Presiding Bishop, he may elect to accept the designa- 
tion of Presiding Bishop Emeritus. Such a designation affords 
him all the dignity, honor and status of a world religious leader. 
His designation includes an administrative package approved 
by the General Assembly, or, he may continue to serve as a mem- 


ber of the General Board with special recognition. 


Amendment # 927 
The Presiding Bishop and General Board shall have authority 
to receive into the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., churches, 


association of churches and leaders with similar and like faith. 


Amendment #939 

Section A The General Assembly shall elect twelve (12) Bishops 
from among the Board of Bishops who shall comprise and be 
designated as the General Board. The members of the General 
Board shall be Directors of the corporation and shall conduct 
the executive functions and duties of the Church Of God In 
Christ. The decisions of the General Board shall be subject to 
the will of the General Assembly. 


BOARD OF BISHOPS 
Page 111, Lines 9-11 
The Jurisdictional Bishop shall have the right to appoint, 


ordain and with cause, revoke the credentials of Elders. 


Amendment 626 

Page 123 lines 4-13 

Article IV Section A, Page 17-18, Paragraph 1 

1. Proven administrative skills and ability to work effectively 
with people. 

2. A Pastor or Elder who has an effective ministry. 

3. Must be a person of high integrity in financial matters, 
moral turpitude, and must have demonstrated loyalty to the 
Church Of God In Christ. 


4. Must posses an adequate education. 


5. He must complete the course of study prescribed by the 
Church Of God In Christ. 


PASTORS AND ELDERS 
Page 19, Section A The General Council of the Church Of 
God In Christ shall consist off all ordained elders who are in 
good standing with their local churches in the Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdictions of their respective Jurisdictional Assemblies, and 
the General Assembly, and it shall be organized and have the 
following duties to wit: 
1. The Officers of the General Council shall be as follows: 
(a) Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, and such other 
officers as it may deem necessary and proper, according to 
the provisions in the Constitution; and the tenure of office 


shall run concurrently with that of the administration. 


Pages 26 & 27, Section J The Pastor is the chief executive 
officer of the local Church and shall have the general oversight 
and supervision thereof. 

1. The Pastor shall have the right to appoint or remove officers 
of the local church, and to administer his office in accor 
dance with the Charter, Constitution, and By-Laws of the 
Church Of God In Christ. 

2. The Pastor shall be responsible for the spiritual and doctri- 


nal guidance of the local church. 


DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN 
Amendment # 700 
1. The Department of Women shall be supervised and directed 
by the International Supervisor, who is appointed by the 
Presiding Bishop with the approval of the General Board. 
Her office shall run concurrently with that of the current 


administration. 


Amendment #701 
The International Supervisor shall have the authority to appoint 
and remove Jurisdictional Supervisors with the consent and 
approval of the Jurisdictional Bishop and the Presiding Bishop. 
The Jurisdictional Bishop’s signature must be affixed to the 


Supervisor's and Assistant Supervisor’s appointment certificate. 


AUXILIARIES 

Sunday School 
The Sunday School Department shall be for the training and 
enlightening of children and adults in understanding the scrip- 


tures and the doctrine. 


Youth Department 
The Youth Department, which shall include the YPWW (Young 
People Willing Workers), shall be for the spiritual, educational, 


cultural and recreational development of young people. 


Department of World Missions 
There shall be a Department of World Missions for establish- 
ing spiritual and doctrinal development of missions, both 


home and foreign. 


Home and Foreign Missions 
There shall be a department of Home and Foreign Missions for 
the spiritual and doctrinal development of Missions in under- 


developed areas of local and foreign territories. 


Department of Evangelism 
There shall be a Department of Evangelism to develop, imple- 


ment, and promote evangelistic ministry. 


Department of Music 

There shall be a Department of Music (which includes the fine 
arts program—committee suggestion). The Department of Music 
shall be responsible for enhancing worship services for nation- 
al conventions, as well as providing education and training in 
music ministry and fine arts. 

*There shall be annual summer convention(s) for the purpose of 
promoting national auxiliary ministries: Evangelism, Music, 


Missions, Sunday School, and Youth. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Article IV - Structure of the Church: Civil and Ecclesiastical Part | 


Civil Structure 
The civil officers of the corporation shall be the President/ 
CEO, First Vice-President; Second Vice-President, General 
Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, National Trustees, and 
other such officers as the corporation shall establish. 
A. The President shall preside at all meetings and shall make an 
annual report of the status and condition of the corporation to 
the Board of Directors. The President shall sign all certificates, 
contracts, deeds and other instruments of the corporation. 
B. The First Vice-President, during the absence or disability of 
the President, shall exercise all powers and discharge all duties 
of the President. 
C. The Second-Vice President shall exercise all the functions of 
the President in the absence or disability of the President and 
the First Vice-President. 
D. The General Secretary shall keep the minutes of all corporate 
and ecclesiastical meetings, shall have charge of the seal and 
corporate books, and shall make reports and perform duties 


required of the General Secretary by the corporation. The 


General Secretary shall sign all certificates, contracts, deeds and 


other instruments of the corporation. 


Part Il - Structure 
The Branches of Government of the Church Of God In Christ 
are: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. 
Ecclesiastically, the Church Of God In Christ shall be com- 
posed of the following: 
A. General Assembly 
B. General Board 
C. Judiciary Board 
D. National Board of Trustees 
E. Board of Bishops 
F. General Council of Pastors and Elders 
G. Jurisdictional Assemblies 
H. Local Churches 


Powers and Restrictions of the General Assembly 
The power and authority of the General Assembly to legislate 
for the Church and to make such rules and regulations over all 
departments as it may deem best, is limited by the following 
restrictions: 
A. It shall not set aside or change any of our Articles of Faith, 
nor shall it establish any new doctrines, contrary to the doc- 
trines that now exist in the Church Of God In Christ. 
B. The General Assembly shall not abolish our representative 
form of government, General Superintendency, nor deprive it 
of any of the authority given by its Charter. 
C. No person shall be seated in the General Assembly who has 
not been duly elected as a delegate or an alternate by a recog- 
nized Jurisdictional Assembly of the Church Of God In Christ. 
D. The General Assembly shall not deprive our ministers or 
members of a fair, orderly trial or an appeal in case of a con- 


viction. 


EDUCATION 
There shall be a Board of Education. The Board of Education 
shall oversee all educational functions and programs of the 
Church Of God In Christ. 

There shall be a President, Vice-President, and Secretary of 
the Board of Education. 

The Presiding Bishop, with the approval of a majority of the 
members of the General Board, shall appoint the officers of the 
Board of Education and shall have the right to remove any offi- 
cers thereof, by and with the approval of a majority of the 


members of the General Board. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
It is the policy of the Church Of God In Christ to receive from 
the office of the Presiding Bishop a forecast of his annual bal- 
anced budget by January of the current fiscal year (prior to the 


next fiscal year). 
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Structure for Board of Trustees 

A. The General Assembly shall elect from its membership of 
the Church Of God In Christ a National Board of Trustees. 
The minimum number of trustees shall be 15. The maximum 
number shall be 21, at least three of whom shall reside in the 
Tri-State area of Memphis (Tennessee, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi). 

B. Each Trustee shall be a member in good standing of the 
Church Of God In Christ. If at any time a Trustee's member- 
ship is withdrawn from the Church Of God In Christ, he/she 
shall there upon cease to be a Trustee. 

C. Election of Officers 

The Board shall meet within 24 hours after the quadrennial 
election, under the supervision of the Chairman of the General 
Assembly or his designee, and shall elect by ballot a 
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, and other officers 
necessary to perform their duties. The Board of Trustee's term 
shall run concurrently with that of the administration, each of 
whom shall hold office until the election and qualification of 
his/her successor unless earlier removed by an act of God, res- 
ignation or for cause. Vacancies in such offices shall be filled 
by the Board of Trustees through election by ballot. 

D. The Board shall establish an Executive Committee consisting 
of the elected officers. The Executive Committee shall meet upon 
the call of the Chairperson and shall perform the duties of the 
Board. All actions of the Executive Committee are subject to 
the review and modification by the Board when it is in session. 
E. Vacancies 

Whenever a vacancy occurs on the Board, other than from 
expiration of a term of office, the remaining trustees shall con- 
tinue to meet and conduct its business. The vacancy shall be 


filled at the next regular session of the General Assembly. 


JUDICIARY BOARD 
Amendment 507 


The Judiciary Board shall be comprised of nine members from 
the following categories: Episcopal, Ministerial, and General. 
Three shall be Jurisdictional Bishops; three shall be Elders, 
other than Bishops. In the event, an Elder is elevated to the 
office of Bishop he may continue to serve only upon the dis- 
cretion of the Pastors and Elders Council. There shall be three 
members from the Church at large, to include two representa- 


tives from the Women’s Department. 


Amendment 508 


A Judiciary Board shall be established for the Church Of God 
In Christ, Inc. The Judiciary Board shall be recognized as the 


Supreme Court. 


ARTICLES OF RELIGION 


This section was first approved to be inserted after the installa- 
tion of a Jurisdictional Bishop. However, after input from the 


General Board, it was later withdrawn and placed in the 


Adjutant’s Handbook. 


Page 116, VI, Section Preamble, Paragraph 5 


Change in name from State Supervisor to Jurisdictional 
Supervisor better reflects the title in that a state may have more 
than one Jurisdiction, or a foreign Jurisdiction. 

This code will deal with four divisions of the female ministry 
of teaching in the Church Of God In Christ, namely: (1) The 
National Supervisor; (2) The State Supervisor; (3) The Mission- 
aries; (4) The Laywoman. 


Are you prepared 
to dedicate that precious 
little one to the Lord? 


The Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 
is offering for your baby’s dedication: 


A Dedication of 


Compiled by Dr. David A. Hall Sr. 
CEO, COGIC Publishing House 


A comprehensive 
Order of Service Booklet and Certificate 
for the Dedication of Children 


Contact the Church Of God In Christ Publishing House at 901.744.0477 to order your copy. 


Perfecting Church 
Detroit, Ml 


Oak Grove Baptist Church | 
Memphis, TN 


Hill Chapel Baptist Church 
Memphis, TN 


When your Congregation deserves more 
than just a building, 
We are ready to serve you. 


Architecture Principals 
Juan R. Self, AIA 
Planning Jimmie E. Tucker, AIA, NCARB 


Interior Design 


505 Tennessee St. . Suite 101 . Memphis . TN . 38103 . 901.261.1505p . 901.261.1515 f 
info@selftucker.com .  Wwww.selftucker.com 
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2004 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE: 


A COGIC Pioneer Answers the Call 


Bishop A.T. Moore helped establish our Church in its “first glory” 


by the Staff of The Whole Truth 


MORE THAN 2,000 DELEGATES representing the 
leadership of the Church Of God In Christ gathered in 
Jacksonville, Florida at the Adams Mark Hotel January 19-22 for 
the 2004 National Leadership Conference Retreat. The delegates 
were enlightened and inspired as they took advantage of more 
than 20 workshops that were designed to help them to personally 
God's Church In A 
Changing World: Principles, Practices, And Purposes. This 


identify with the conference’s theme: 


glorious leadership summit was filled with an illuminating ray of 
information and 
inspiration. The 
light of edifica- 
tion reached its 
apex on Wednes- 
day night, Jan. 21, 
when our Chief 
Apostle, Bishop 
G.E. Patterson, 
presented Bishop 
A.T. Moore as the 
keynote speaker. 
Bishop Moore, 92, 
is a highly respect- 
ed COGIC historian. In 1947, our founding father, Bishop C.H. 
Mason, appointed Bishop Moore as the prelate for the Kentucky 


Presiding Bishop Patterson presents Bishop Moore. 


First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, and this distinguished ambassa- 
dor for Christ has served in that capacity ever since. Bishop 
Moore's impelling address uplifted the entire house as he ushered 
the saints into a new arena of awareness concerning the rich lega- 
cy of the Church Of God In Christ. 

Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson noted that the Annual 
Leadership Conference “is a time for the leaders of our great 
church to come together in a setting conducive to concentrated 
teaching and training.” Our anointed and visionary Chief Apostle 
added that the event is aimed at impacting every segment of the 
International Church Of God In Christ. “From this conference, 

we learn principles, models, and 
strategies aimed at equipping us to 
effectively manage the administra- 
tion of our local churches, districts, 
and national boards and depart- 
ments,” he said. 

Bishop Jerry Maynard, Chief of 
Staff for the Presiding Bishop, 


f served as Conference Chairman, 
Bishop Jerry Maynard, 


Conference Chairman 


and Bishop Charles Brown was the Conference Coordinator. 
They worked in collaboration with the Leadership Conference 
Executive Committee to develop and implement an instructional 
retreat that was so exceptional that it could be used as a model for 
all Christian denominations, and the curriculum could also be 
adapted for a number of corporate settings. 

The attendees were blessed with an offering of workshops 
and seminars that were developed to reinforce the theme and 
purpose of this unique training and teaching session. They were 
enlightened by a group of highly qualified and well-versed 
instructors who readily shared their expertise. 

After reviewing the conference’s syllabus, it was apparent that 
the Executive Committee had created classes for every aspect and 
section of COGIC leadership. For example, the elect ladies of the 
church who have a special place of honor in their role as a bishop’s 
wife could gain valuable information about how to better support 
their husband by attending the “Plan For The Ages” session, or 
they could participate in the equally informative “Promoting The 
Bishop's Vision” session. Nationally appointed and elected leaders 
could be uplifted in a number of illuminating sessions that 
included “Leaders of Influence” and “National Strategies For 
Future Development.” The pastors and elders were given valuable 
information on how to enhance their ministry in such cutting- 
edge workshops as “Making Your Vision Real and Personal” and 
“Professional Ethics.” “Finding My Own Voice and Place In 
Ministry” was a heavily attended session for those ladies who are 
married to a pastor or superintendent. The saintly supervisors 
were edified in the “Holy Women Supporting God’s Church In A 
Changing World” session, while the laity learned the significance 
of being in the “Right Place, Wrong Position,” and “Building 
Your Local Team.” Although there were many other workshops 
available, those mentioned convey the flavor of the various groups 
that were targeted, as well as topic diversity. 

Florida is known as the Sunshine State, and the radiant hos- 
pitality that was shared by the local sponsoring jurisdictions of 
the 2004 National Leadership Conference more than lived up to 
the state’s slogan. The jurisdictional prelates of Florida not only 
rolled out the red carpet of welcome for the visiting delegates, 
they also played a major role in the planning of the event. 
Additionally, the prelates of the sponsoring jurisdictions honored 
their financial pledge of $3,000 each to help resolve the tremen- 
dous cost involved in conducting this four-day event. 

The Sponsoring Jurisdictions and Leaders of Florida are: 
Florida Central First Jurisdiction—Bishop Rushie Dixon, 


Jurisdictional Prelate, Mother Elizabeth Croom, Jurisdictional 


Supervisor; Florida Central Second Jurisdiction—Bishop Edward 
J. Robinson, Jurisdictional Prelate, Mother Mildred Eason, 
Jurisdictional Supervisor; Florida Eastern Jurisdiction—Bishop 
Jacob Cohen, Jurisdictional Prelate, Mother JoAnn Hill, 
Jurisdictional Supervisor; Florida 
Northwest Jurisdiction—Bishop J.D. 
Young Sr., Jurisdictional Prelate, 
Mother Stella Stalworth, Jurisdic- 
tional Supervisor; Florida Sixth 
Jurisdiction—Bishop L.T. Weaver, 
Jurisdictional Prelate, Mother 
Ernestine Knight, Jurisdictional 
Supervisor; Florida Southern Juris- 
diction—Bishop Julian C. Jackson, 
Jurisdictional Prelate, Mother 
Altamese Lundy, Jurisdictional Super- 
visor; Florida Southwest Jurisdiction 
—Bishop Matthew Williams III, 
Jurisdictional Prelate, Mother Alberta 
Baker, Jurisdictional Supervisor; and 
Florida Western Jurisdiction—Bishop 
Harvey Bryan Sr., Jurisdictional 
Prelate, Mother Ruby Williams, 
Jurisdictional Supervisor. 

Our host jurisdictions embraced the saints as they checked 
into the area hotels. They held signs that welcomed the visitors to 
Jacksonville and genuinely offered their assistance in helping 
them prepare for the conference. 

For the Saints of the Church Of God In Christ, worshipping 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness is the ultimate highlight for any 
setting. The following is an overview of the worship segment of 
the 2004 National Leadership Conference: 

Monday, January 19, marked the federal holiday honor- 
ing the life of civil rights legend, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In 
the opening service, Professor Iris Stevenson, president of the 
COGIC International Music Department, led the mass choir in 


a special musical tribute to Dr. King. Professor Stevenson skill- 


Dr. Loran Mann: a mover and shaker for the Lord. 


fully directed the choir and musicians as they rendered a stirring 


Gospel music interpretation of the devastating impact that racism 


has on the Black Experience in America. 


The keynote address for this special worship observance was 
given by Dr. Loran Mann, senior 
pastor of Pentecostal Temple Church 
Of God In Christ in Pittsburg, Pa. In 
his powerful presentation, Dr. Mann 
challenged the audience to be “A 
Mover and Shaker” for the Lord. His 
biblical reference was taken from 
Mark 14:3-9. Dr. Mann noted that 
Dr. King clearly had a special call on 
his life by God to spearhead the civil 
rights movement, and that leaders 
from all walks of life would do well 
to follow Dr. King’s example of 
always being willing to offer his best 
for all people. The articulate pastor 
recalled how Dr. King came to 
Memphis in 1968 at the request of 
sanitation workers who were being 
denied their constitutional right to 
receive equal pay and benefits for 
their labor. Dr. Mann said the fact that Dr. King made his famous 
“I have been to the Mountain Top” address at historic Mason 
Temple should serve as a reminder to the leadership of our church 
that being sensitive to the social needs of a community is an 
essential component for effective ministry. Additionally, Dr. 
Mann stated that no matter how low an individual may be on the 
social ladder, he or she should be able to come into a worship 
service and be enlightened to the fact that their circumstances 
should not prevent them from being productive citizens and 
enjoying a quality lifestyle. He concluded his inspiring sermon by 
singing an old COGIC version of the official hymn of the civil 
rights movement, We Shall Overcome. 

Other highlights of Monday night’s services included 


Professor Iris Stevenson, International 
Music Department president. 


Professor Stevenson leads the mass choir in a special tribute to Dr. King. 
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ereetings from Second Assistant Presiding Bishop J.N. Haynes, 
and words of welcome from local elected officials. In his remarks, 
Bishop Haynes commended Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson for 
his exemplary leadership, while giving kudos to Bishop Maynard 
and the Executive Committee for a job well done. The distin- 
guished prelate for the Texas Northeast Jurisdiction said he was 
looking forward to learning new leadership strategies that he 
could share with the pastors in his jurisdiction. 

Lad Daniels, president of the Jacksonville City Council, 
extended a warm welcome to the saints and encouraged them to 
enjoy some of the many tourist’s attractions that the city has to 
offer. Daniels told the audience that he was an active 
Presbyterian, but he had been moved by the Holy Spirit during 


the worship service. 


Valarie D. Chrispin-Wright, Legislative Assistant to State 


After being uplifted in prayer and inspired by a Gospel mes- 
sage, the delegates were now set to attend the various workshops 
that were designed to ready them to be effective leaders in the 21st 
Century Church. Many of the saints were overheard anticipating 
another “high time in the Lord” at Tuesday's night worship service. 

Promptly at 7 p.m. on Tuesday the Call To Worship was ren- 
dered and the saints began to praise and glorify God. The Praise 
and Worship Team ministered under a special anointing and a 
number of persons in the audience appeared to be experiencing a 
spiritual breakthrough. Other worshippers could be heard asking 
the following question: “Will the Presiding Bishop have expres- 
sions tonight?” Although he was not scheduled to give his official 
address until Wednesday night, the saints were still eagerly antic- 
ipating a word from our Chief Apostle. 

First Assistant Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake Sr. advised 


Above, left: Evangelist Frances Kelley leads a prayer service with conviction; center, Bishop Blake and Bishop Haynes admire the key to the city of Jacksonville pre- 


sented to Presiding Bishop Patterson; right, Supt. Charles Black inspires the saints. Opposite page, Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson speaks. 


Senator Anthony Hill Sr., graciously welcomed the leaders of 
COGIC, and shared her personal testimony of salvation. City 
Councilwoman Pat Lockett-Felder told the assembly that she 
patterns her life after the biblical character Ruth. A devout 
Methodist, the personable City Councilwoman said she also 
believes in the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. 

Tuesday, January 20, was the first day of full activity at the 
2004 National Leadership Conference. Worship started at 8 a.m. 
with a prayer service led by COGIC International Prayer Leader, 
Evangelist Frances Kelley. The saints were moved to shout the 
highest praises unto God as the anointed International Prayer 
Leader lifted up the Conference and the entire COGIC family 
before the Lord. 

Following the prayer service, Supt. Charles Black, an official 
in the Department of Missions, encouraged the delegates with an 
inspirational message. Speaking from Acts 4:13-21, Supt. Black 
reminded the saints that they had journeyed to the Leadership 


Conference to “See, Hear, and Learn” how to become better leaders. 


the saints that Presiding Bishop Patterson was in his hotel room 
resting for Wednesday’s activities. He asked the assembly to con- 
tinue to pray for our leader’s strength. Bishop Maynard had 
explained earlier that the Presiding Bishop was still recovering 
from a stomach virus. 

William Jackson, Chief Community Officer for Jacksonville 
Mayor, John Peyton, gave an official welcome to the delegation. 
Then, First Assistant Presiding Bishop Blake accepted The Key to 
the City for the Presiding Bishop that was presented by Mr. 
Jackson on behalf of the mayor. 

The Tuesday night message was delivered by Supt. James 
Hicks, who serves as senior pastor at Unity COGIC in Seattle, 
WA. The dynamic minister preached the audience to its feet as he 
spoke on the topic, “Victory”. The biblical reference for his ser- 
mon was found in IJ John 5:1-4. 

At 8 a.m. Wednesday, January 21, some of the saints 
were actually running to the morning service. Word had quickly 


spread that this inspirational setting was an ideal spot to prepare 


for the workshops. The prayer team summoned down the bless- 
ings from on High as the saints lifted up their up hands and sup- 
plications unto God. 

The morning message was delivered by Elder Milton 
Hawkins, who serves as senior pastor of New Jerusalem COGIC 
in Detroit, Mich. Elder Hawkins’ awesome message indeed lived 
up to the service's Morning Glory slogan as he inspired the entire 
audience with his theme of From Dream To Reality. His text for 
the message was taken from Hebrews 11:1. 

In addition to the inspiring service and informative work- 
shops on Wednesday, the delegates also had an opportunity to 
have lunch with the General Board. The luncheon was designed 
to allow the Presidium to field questions from the audience per- 


taining to ministry. The General Board members gave a great deal 


of insight on the dos and don'ts of outreach ministry, especially in 


— ee 


(4 
Peace Be 
the area of faith-based initiatives. 
Following the luncheon with the Presidium, the delegates 


turned their attention to the Wednesday night service where they 


would hear words of enlightenment from Presiding Bishop G.E. 


Unto the Saints” 


Patterson. Many of the saints pointed to the comprehensive ses- 
sions offered at the 2004 Leadership Conference and the fact that 
the entire event was so well organized as two prime examples of 
the exemplary and innovative leadership of our Chief Apostle. 

Wednesday night’s service started promptly at 7 p.m., and 
after a period of praise and worship, Bishop Maynard presented 
Bishop Blake who in turn introduced our Chief Apostle. 

The Presiding Bishop led the delegation in prayer where he 
thanked God for the leaders who had responded to his request to 
attend the conference in order to “prepare for another glorious 
year in the Church Of God In Christ.” He then expressed his 
confidence in the fact that the leadership shares his love for 
COGIC, and at that point, he led the assembly in the singing of 
our church’s anthem, This Is The Church Of God In Christ. 

The Presiding Bishop then recalled how the late Bishop 
W.M. Roberts of Chicago would greet the saints with the decla- 
ration, “Peace Be Unto The Saints.” The congregation then 
would reply, “Peace Be Multiplied.” 

Our Chief Apostle noted that 2004 is an election year in 
COGIC, but he didn’t want the candidates for office to resort to 
using secular tactics in their campaigns. He then revealed that the 
theme for the 2004 International Holy Convocation is Peace Be 
Unto The Saints. 

The Presiding Bishop then advised the assembly that he 
experienced some weakness in his body after a period of fasting in 
preparation for the 96th Annual Holy Convocation. The results 
of a physical revealed that he is anemic and has an “ulcer that 
seems to have already started to heal itself.” 

Our Chief Apostle said he had made rebuilding his health a 
top priority, and because of that decision he would drastically 
reduce his speaking engagements this year. He 
acknowledged that some would question the political 
astuteness of making such a decision during an election 
year, but he quickly added, “Don’t count me out yet!” 

He then stated that Monday’s observance in honor of Dr. 
King had a special significance to him because he was the only 
COGIC pastor to actively participate in the 1968 Sanitation Strike 
in Memphis. In fact, Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson was part of 


Below, left: Apostle Otis Lockett Sr. instructs superintendents and administrative assistants on Understanding Jesus Management Skills. 
Below, right: International Supervisor Mother Willie Mae Rivers convenes Holy Women Supporting God's Church in a Changing World. 
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a nine-person strategy committee that was responsible for bring- 
ing Dr. King to Memphis on behalf of the striking workers. 

It was then time for the introduction of the guest speaker. In 
presenting Bishop Moore, our Presiding Bishop recognized him 
for being one of the fathers of our church, who had personally 
recorded and collected an impressive audio history of COGIC. 

Our Chief Apostle said Bishop Moore was uniquely qualified 
to give the official address because of his close association with 
Bishop C.H. Mason. In respect for his more than seven decades 
of faithful service to COGIC, Bishop Patterson had the audience 
to stand as Bishop Moore approached the lectern. 

In his opening remarks, Bishop Moore thanked the Presiding 
Bishop for the esteemed honor of presenting the official address 
at the 2004 Leadership Conference. He said having the opportu- 
nity to speak on behalf of the Presiding Bishop was definitely the 
highlight of his illustrious career. 

Bishop Moore recalled how he first met our founding father, 
Bishop C.H. Mason. The date was 1936 and the place, Louisville, 
Kentucky, where the then-Elder Moore was the founding pastor 
of Moore’s Temple. Bishop Mason was serving in the role as sen- 
ior pastor for churches he had established in Memphis and 
Pittsburg, and he would use Louisville as a stop-over while trav- 
eling between those two cities. 

Mother S.L. Metcalf, a member at Moore's Temple, suggested 
to her pastor that he contact Bishop Mason and tell him of the 
work that had been started in Louisville. “Mother Metcalf said to 
me, ‘you ought to let Dad Mason know what you are doing,’ and 
I obeyed her,” he recalled. “Now, some men say that you dont 
obey women—well, you can consider what they say and get a 
long way,” he emphatically stated. He added that he has the high- 
est regards for the ladies of our church. 

Shortly after his initial correspondence, Bishop Mason 
responded, and asked that Bishop Moore meet him at the train 
station in Louisville at his next stop-over. Again, Bishop Moore 
obeyed, and that began a fellowship with Bishop Mason and his 
church. Because of this special fellowship, Bishop Mason person- 
ally recommended in 1947 that he become Jurisdictional Prelate 
for Kentucky, Bishop Moore said. “I didn’t campaign for the posi- 
tion—that was pretty good politics, don’t you think?” the stately 
church historian asked the audience. “Bishop Mason had visited 
me enough to know what kind of spirit I had.” 

Bishop Moore told of how his documentation of church 
records helped resolve a controversy in the church during the 
1960s. Following the death of Bishop Mason, he recalled, the 
Constitution of our church called for the denomination to be 
governed by the Board of Bishops; instead, the Chairman of the 
Executive Board and the Senior Bishop were sharing the leader- 
ship role. Some leaders prepared to go to civil court to resolve the 
issue when the Executive Board reached an impasse with the 
Senior Bishop concerning what body had the authority to govern 
the Church Of God In Christ. 


At this point, Bishop Moore met with the 12-member 


Executive Board to provide them the documentation showing the 
courts that they had the authority to govern COGIC. The courts 
ruled in favor of the Executive Board, and that decision paved the 
way for the current form of government in our church. 

“God will make a way for you, if you want Him to,” Bishop 
Moore said. “He has you selected, and you will get what belongs 
to you, if don’t get in the way of it yourself... (With God,) you 
can go from nothing to something.” 

In his opening remarks, the COGIC pioneer stated that he 
would attempt to keep his voice at the same volume that the Presiding 
Bishop had maintained during his presentation. That changed, 
however, when he made reference to Haggai 2:3—-Who is left 
among you that saw this house in her first glory? And how do ye 
see it now? Is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 

“Who saw this church in its first glory?” he asked. “People 
say we need the Gospel preached—well, I am preaching it. Where 
I pastor, we have traditional service. We have testimony service. 
You can come to Moore’s Temple and go through a whole service 
and never hear it mentioned for someone to turn around and tell 
somebody something. I am the one who is supposed to tell some- 
body something.” Bishop Moore then made reference to II 
Chronicles 7:14: Jf my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. He admonished the 
saints not to conform to the so-called evangelical form of wor- 
ship, and to uphold the traditional worship and ministries of 
COGIC. To emphasize this point he used this analogy: in the 
days prior to the homogenization of milk, the cream would be 
separated at the top. He noted that with the process of homoge- 
nization, the cream is now mixed in with the milk. 

Bishop Moore said he is an advocate for maintaining our tra- 
ditions because they represent our commitment to a holy lifestyle. 
The fact that we embrace the Doctrine of Entire Sanctification 
should be represented in the way we dress, conduct business, and 
worship, Bishop Moore said. Additionally, the prelate for the First 
Jurisdiction of Kentucky adheres to the philosophy that members 
of the congregation should be healed and delivered while praising 
and thanking God during testimony service. After Bishop Moore 
concluded his message, Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson led the 
audience in a time of praise and thanksgiving for the message and 
messenger. Many of the saints began to rejoice in the holy dance. 
At this point, Bishop Moore returned to the lectern and led the 
delegation in singing the church’s national hymn, Yes Lord. 

The delegates departed from Jacksonville after Thursday's 
luncheon, giving thanks to God for the 92-year-old pioneer who 
had responded to the Presiding Bishop’s call and beautifully 
demonstrated the significance for declaring that there be Peace 
Unto the Saints. 


“Peace Be Multiplied!” 


Clockwise from top left: Bishop Haynes, 
Bishop Hamilton, and Bishop Winbush 
applaud the speaker; Jacksonville wel- 
comed the saints warmly; the Praise Team 
exalts the Lord; Bishops Wells and Brooks 
take part in the panel; Presiding Bishop 
Patterson and Second Assistant Presiding 
Bishop Haynes are moved by the Spirit; 
Vicki Johnson, Director of Convention 
Services, speaks; Mother Rivers and Mrs. 
G.E. Patterson offer praise to the Lord! 


Lt | HLNYL FJTOHM FHL 


ice) 
a 
KR 
=) 
Oe 
i 
uy 
— 
©) 
= 
= 
Wy 
ac 
KR 


Ms. Roxanne Taylor, 
President, Church Insurance 
Inc.: “We were asked by the 

leadership to be a Gold Sponsor, 
and to present three workshops. 
According to the feedback that 
we received from the people 
attending our sessions, this con- 
ference is as well organized and 
relevant as any that we have 
been associated with, including 
church and corporate sessions.” 


Pastor McKinley Johnson Sr., 
St. Johns COGIC, Albany, NY; 
Northeast Regional Director for 
the International Youth Dept. 
and Western NY Number | 
Youth Director: “This Leadership 
Conference is well organized and 
definitely well-rounded and com- 
prehensive. | am looking forward 
to sharing information with the 
pastors in my area who were not 
able to attend.” 


Jurisdictional Prelate, Southeast 
Georgia: “This conference is on tar- 
get in preparing the entire leadership 
for 21st century ministry. In addition, 
it deals effectively with the various 
forms of management that is appli- 
cable to leadership in a secular 
arena. It is so well-organized that 
people from all walks of life and all 
denominations can greatly benefit 


<@ Bishop Charles Brown, 
Coordinator of the 2004 Leadership 
Conference. Bishop Brown—along 
with Chairman Bishop Jerry Maynard 
and the conference organization 
team—are getting rave reviews for 
this successful conference which has 
been both educational and inspira- 


tional. 


<@ Bishop Benjamin Collins, 


from the instruction.” 


Pastor Phillip Hamilton, > 


Children of God COGIC in Knoxville, 
Tenn.: “This has been very informative 
and educational. Every seminar has been 
so enriching. | am going back home pre- 
pared to be more effective in my role as 
the spiritual head of my congregation. 

| am extremely pleased to say that 
everything that | need is available at this 
conference; there is no need for me to 
travel to other denominational meetings 
to receive cutting-edge information.” 


Evangelist Sylvia H. Law, > 


Carter Memorial COGIC, Columbia, 
Md.; Elder C. Pierce, Pastor: “It is 
important that our leaders be trained in 
order to minister fully to the members of 
our respective churches as well as to our 
communities as a whole. This is an 
opportunity to receive and share infor- 
mation about best practices in ways of 
reaching the masses.” 
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@ Evangelist Frances Kelley, 


@ Mother Julie Harper, President, 


Women’s Dept., Refreshing Springs 
COGIC, Riverdale, Md.: “The pre- 
senters are excellent, ... if you want 
to expand your horizons as a leader, 
this is the place to be.” Sister Carla 
Tyson, President, Young Women’s 
Christian Council, also in Riverdale: 
“ .. It was inspiring to learn how the 
young ladies of our church are being 
instructed in upholding the doctrines 
of our church.” 


International Prayer Leader. 

The Whole Truth received numer- 
ous testimonies from the saints at 
the 2004 Leadership Conference 
about how their lives had been 
enriched through the gifted ministry 
of Frances Kelley. 


This brilliant original oil painting of our founding father, Bishop C.H1. 
Mason, depicted in a teaching presentation, is the work of Elder Frank 
Robinson. It is entitled, “Men Ought to Always Pray, and Not to Faint.” 


To obtain a copy of this print, call (901) 744-0477; ask for Dr. David Hall. 
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A WHOLE TRUTH PROFILE, PART ONE of TWO: 


International Supervisor, 
Mother Willie Mae Rivers 


IT’S 4 P.M., THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2003, and 
more than 2,000 members of the General Council of Pastors and 
Elders fill Meeting Room A at the Cook Convention Center in 
downtown Memphis, Tennessee. Superintendent Derrick W. 
Hutchins, Chairman of the General Council of Pastors and 
Elders, has invited members of the body who are attending the 
96th International Holy Convocation to come and hear a special 
presentation by Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson. A sweet spirit 
prevails in the room as the distinguished ministers eagerly await 
an update on matters uniquely related to the General Council 
from our Chief Apostle. 

First, the Council expedites the items listed on the Agenda of 
Business for the day. Then, in the midst of this male-focused 
assembly enters a lady who epitomizes the saintly grace and dig- 
nity of the women of COGIC, none other than the International 
Supervisor of Women, Mother Willie Mae Rivers. 

Mother Rivers happens to be Chairman Hutchins’ mother- 
in-law. This anointed vessel of God made a special request to her 
son-in-law to address the General Council. The International 
Supervisor feels that she must act expeditiously to rectify a mis- 
conception that occurred during the 2003 Constitutional 


Convention, which was held September 16-18 in St. Louis. 


At this historic event, Mother Rivers and the Department of 
Women were successful in their efforts to have a proposed 
amendment approved that calls for allowing all District 
Missionaries to be certified as delegates to the General Assembly. 
This God-fearing mother made it clear in her presentation in sup- 
port of the proposed amendment that this was a matter of equal 
representation for women in our legislative branch. 

When she learned, however, that some of the saints were 
misinterpreting her backing of the legislation, she immediately 
moved into action. Mother Rivers had been alerted by members 
of her staff that some women in COGIC were pointing to this 
proposed amendment to our Constitution as the standard barrier 
for women being ordained as Elders in the Church. 

In her remarks to the General Council, Mother Rivers reit- 
erated the point that her backing of the amendment dealt with 
the issue of equal representation for women in the General 
Assembly. She emphatically stated that in no means did she have 
an agenda to promote women for ordination as Elders in COGIC. 

Mother Rivers advised the members of the General Council 
that she had met with our Chief Apostle and fully explained her 
position on the matter. In addition, the International Supervisor 
stated that she later met with the General Board to clarify her 
position on the proposed amendment to the Constitution regarding 
the representation of District Missionaries to the General Assembly. 

At this point, Mother Rivers commended Presiding Bishop 
G.E. Patterson for his exceptional leadership as Chief Apostle. 
She noted that it was her pleasure to serve under his leadership, 
and she pledged her unwavering loyalty to the Presiding Bishop 
and General Board. 

This shining moment in the life of Mother Willie Mae 
Rivers captures a key element of her character and management 
style. Our International Supervisor believes that living a holy life 
orders the steps of the saints in every aspect of their lives. 

“T believe holiness is God’s absolute standard for believers,” 
she says. Mother Rivers does not compromise on any element of 
the doctrines of COGIC and admonishes her daughters to “listen 
to the teaching because the teaching will help you.” 

Our International Supervisor would have the sisters of our 
Church who are proponents for the ordination of women as 
Elders to be cognizant of both the current doctrine and chain of 
command of COGIC. She is keenly aware of the historical station 
for the Department of Women in the International Church Of 
God In Christ. She is intent on being the type of leader who will 
hold true to maintaining the rich Holiness-Pentecostal legacy of 
our denomination while ensuring that her department remains a 


strong arm of support in ministry for COGIC. 


Mother Rivers fully understands that build- 
ing strong ministries requires a team effort. She 
stands in total support of directing the women 
of COGIC to assist the Presiding Bishop and 
General Board in carrying out the vision for min- 
istry in our Church. 

In a previous interview with The Whole 
Truth, Mother Rivers noted, “The women are 
in great numbers in our church and we can use 
our strength ... to give strong support to our 
Presiding Bishop.” 

Using numerical and inner strength to 
obtain an honorable goal accents the life of our 
International Supervisor. Some 77 years ago she 
was born in the predominantly Black town of 
Goose Creek, South Carolina, as Willie Mae 
Small. Following the death of her father, Mr. 
Robert Small, she joined her mother and siblings as a laborer in 
the tobacco fields. 

At that time, the adult pay was 50 cents per day and the chil- 
dren were paid 25 cents. After observing that the young Willie 
Mae was a productive worker, her employers slipped her mother 
the adult’s pay for the girl’s work. This allowed the young girl to 
increase the family’s earnings by an additional $1.25 per week— 
a significant amount for that time period. 

Our International Supervisor was saved in 1946, under the 
ministry of Bishop Johnny Johnson. After noting her growth in 
Christ and dedication to the church, Bishop Johnson gave the 21- 
year-old Willie Mae Rivers the key appointment of Church Mother. 

With the full support of their spouses, Bishop Johnson and 
Mother Rivers worked together as an evangelistic team and would 
ride on bicycles and on the back of pick-up trucks from one area 
of South Carolina to another to conduct services. Bishop Johnson 
has gone on record to credit Mother Rivers for playing an impor- 
tant role in the success of his ministry. 

It is in that same focus of working together in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit for the purpose of effective ministry that Mother 
Rivers has ascended to the highest position of leadership in the 


Department of Women. “Jesus said that I must work while it is 


day; for when night comes it would be too late to do business for 
the King,” she observed at the 53rd Annual Women’s 
International Convention in Tampa, Florida. “Come on, saints, 
let’s unite our forces and work for Jesus with all our might, brin- 
ing sinners to the light; let us do business for the King.” 

In her role as International Supervisor, Mother Rivers has 
developed the following goals for the Department of Women: 1) 
Encourage women to have strong prayer lives; 2) Emphasize an 
appreciation of and knowledge for the history of the International 
Church Of God In Christ; 3) Revitalize ministries through the 
auxiliaries and bands of the Women’s Department; and 4) Take 
on the spirit of evangelism. 

Since becoming the sixth General (International) Supervisor for 
the Department of Women in 1997, Mother Rivers has moved for- 
ward with due diligence in enhancing the crucial role that women 
have in the international ministry of COGIC. A powerful pre- 
senter of the Gospel, an anointed prayer warrior, a gifted singer 
and composer, and an eloquent defender of our doctrine, our gra- 
cious International Supervisor made her departure from the 
General Council’s meeting having left this resounding impres- 
sion: the Department of Women of the International 


Church Of God In Christ is indeed in good hands! 
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A COGIC PIONEER PROFILE 


Bishop A.T. Moore 


Noted COGIC Historian, Advocate for Maintaining Our Church’s Rich Spiritual Traditions 


by the Editor-In-Chief 


BISHOP C.H. MASON’S APPOINTEE CELEBRATES 
92ND BIRTHDAY Louisville, Kentucky —More than 530 
people filled the Medallion Ball Room of the Seelbach-Hilton 
Hotel, Saturday, November 29, 2003, to honor the legacy 
and to help celebrate the 92nd birthday of Bishop A.T. 
Moore, Jurisdictional Prelate for Kentucky’s First 
Jurisdiction of the International Church of God In 

Christ. The distinguished assembly included such digni- 
taries as General Board Member Bishop P.A. 

Brooks, Jurisdictional Prelate for Northeast 

Michigan, who was given the prestigious 


assignment of representing Presiding Bishop 


G.E. Patterson at the propitious setting. He v" 


read a proclamation from the Office of the 
Presiding Bishop, in which our Chief 
Apostle declared Friday, November 21, 
2003, (Bishop Moore’s actual birthday) 
as Bishop A.T. Moore Day throughout 
the International Church Of God In 
Christ. 

Mother Willie Mae Rivers, Inter- 
national Supervisor of Women for 
COGIC, was the keynote speaker. 
Her theme for the special observance 
was entitled Celebrating A Life 
Well Spent In Service. The biblical 
reference for her topic was taken 
from Psalm 91: 15 (b)—-16 (KJV): J will deliver 
him, and honor him. With long life will I satisfy 
him, and shew him my salvation. A gifted song writer, 
COGIC’s International Supervisor for Women opened her pow- 
erful presentation by singing one of her latest compositions, Ad/ 
the Honor and Glory Belong to God. The anointed melody reached a 
crescendo and a spirit of praise seemingly swept by every table in 

the eloquent facility. 
Mother Rivers then 


echoed the sentiments of 


the aroused audience when 


she said: “I realize that this 
is a banquet, but I feel real 
churchy right now.” She 
maintained the worship 


environment by boldly 


Bishop P.A. Brooks, 
General Board Member 


declaring the Word of God and very astutely making the applica- 
tion to the honoree. She noted how Bishop Moore had indeed 
applied his heart to wisdom in his prolific walk with the Lord 

(Psalm 90:12). Additionally, she developed an analogy that 


\ likened the legendary leader’s Christian journey to that of a 
\ long distance runner (Hebrew 12:1- 3). In his walk with 
\ God, Bishop Moore has set a saintly pace, where he 

\ has displayed visionary input as a national historian, 

\ pastoral wisdom in mentoring his flock, 

\ | godly insight in guiding his jurisdiction, 
brotherly love in serving his community, 

Pe wk — and the gift of a multi-instrumental 
-" \ musician in enhancing the worship serv- 


ices of the saints through his anointed musical 

ministry, she said. Her stirring address 

brought the house to its feet, as it became 

\ apparent to all that this historic hotel’s 

ball room had been transformed into an 
anointed tabernacle of praise. 

The saints rejoiced with Mother 

Rivers as they honored more than 

\ seven decades of dedicated service 

rendered by Bishop Moore. This mild 

mannered man of God is indeed a 

Living Legend, who has recorded a 

great deal of COGIC’s history. In 

fact, the editorial staff of The Whole 

Truth was so impressed with the wealth of 

knowledge that Bishop Moore has regarding the history, 

doctrine, and worship traditions of our Church that the 

group requested that he serve as the publication’s Official 

Historian. He graciously accepted the offer. 

In his remarks at the honor banquet, the saintly pioneer gave 
those who were meeting him for the first time a shining example 
of his exemplary leadership. He noted that he was intent on hav- 
ing Mother Rivers speak at the event because he wanted to high- 
light the strong supporting role that the Women’s Department 
plays on an international level, and that the sisters have on the 
local scene in uplifting COGIC’s ministry. 

“Tve been telling people that the top woman of the Church 
Of God In Christ was going to be our speaker,” he said. Yet, another 
sentimental reason for Mother Rivers’ invitation is the work and 
legacy of State Supervisor, Mother Jean Wright. Mother Wright, 
who has served the Kentucky First Jurisdiction with distinction 


for more than three decades, is not in the best of health and is 


confined to a wheelchair. 

This supportive Juris- 
dictional Prelate has not only 
allowed Mother Wright to 
remain on her post of duty, 
but he has even permitted his 
State Supervisor to appoint 
two missionaries to help with 
the carrying out of her duties. 
In addition, Bishop Moore 
felt it would be in order to 
recognize Mother Wright's 
labor at his birthday obser- 
vance. He told the audience 
that he could think of no 
higher honor for Mother 
Wright than to give her the 
opportunity to meet and 
receive personal kudos from 
the International Supervisor 
of Women. 

In 1947, Bishop Moore was appointed Jurisdictional Prelate 
for Kentucky’s First Jurisdiction by our founding father and First 
Chief Apostle, Bishop C.H. Mason, and has the distinction of 
being the only remaining active Jurisdictional Prelate who was 
appointed by COGIC’s founder. He serves today with the same 
vigor that he first displayed some 56 years ago. A tall, stately gen- 
tleman, Bishop Moore has a radiant glow that illuminates his 
oval-shaped face and light-brown complexion. When he speaks, 
you hear the strong, articulate voice of a minister that could very 
well be in his late 40s, rather than in his early 90s. 

When asked to describe what it was like serving under the 
leadership of such a spiritual icon as Bishop C. H. Mason, this 
anointed ambassador for Christ replied, “It was a very pleasant 
and enlightening experience. Bishop Mason didn’t think of him- 
self as some sort of celebrity or dignitary, but he saw himself as 
Chief Shepherd for those who were following him as he followed 
Christ. His sincere desire for the saints was for them to grow in 
Christ through Sanctification and to have victory in Him in every 


aspect of their lives.” 


“OUR CHURCH WAS BUILT on the solid foundation of Jesus 
Christ, which allows for the leading of the Holy Ghost.” 


Bishop Moore was so 
moved by Bishop Mason’s 
leadership that he started 
recording and filming some 
of his messages. The inspira- 
tion that he received from lis- 
tening to tape recordings and 
reviewing film that he shot 
with his eight-millimeter 
camera, proved to be the 
spark that motivated him to 
start collecting items and 
information on COGIC for 
his personal library. 

Today, he has a huge 
volume of data relating to 
COGIEwhisroryyin slits 
archives. In addition to the 
audio and video tapes, the 
impressive collection includes 
photos, committee reports, national agendas and programs, and a 
variety of publications. Bishop Moore is in indeed a keeper of the 
records for our beloved COGIC. His dedication and commit- 
ment to our Church does not end there, however, for this faith- 
ful vessel of God is also an adamant proponent for maintaining 
the spiritual legacy of COGIC. 

“We are breaking away from the traditions of our Church, 
and are becoming more programmed,” he told The Whole Truth. 
He then noted that a mainstream spiritual tradition of COGIC is 
letting the Holy Spirit minister during worship services. 

“Our Church was built on the solid foundation of Jesus 
Christ, which allows for the leading of the Holy Ghost,” he said. 
“Tam concerned that too many of our younger pastors are getting 
away from that core tradition of our worship.” 

Bishop Moore supported his position by directing 7/e Whole 
Truth to Romans 8:14: For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
Ged, they are the sons of God. “You have to be spiritually led to 
be spiritually fed,” he observed. 

With that said, it was then time for the editorial staff of The 
Whole Truth to experience a traditional COGIC worship service 


“IN HIS WALK WITH GOD, BISHOP MOORE has set a saintly pace, where he has displayed visionary input as a 
national historian, pastoral wisdom in mentoring his flock, godly insight in guiding his jurisdiction, brotherly love in 
serving his community, and the gift of a multi-instrumental musician in enhancing the worship services of the saints 


through his anointed musical ministry..." 
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International Supervisor, Mother Willie Mae Rivers, greets the State Supervisor 
of Kentucky's First Jurisdiction, Mother Jean Wright. 


at Moore’s Temple, where our illustrious honoree has pastored for 
63 years. 

Yes, the saints offered up fervent prayers to God, and of 
course, songs of praise were rendered 
by both the congregation and choir. 
The sanctified sounds provided by 
the musicians were truly uplifting. 
However, at Moore’s Temple you can't 
have a traditional Sunday morning 
worship observance and not have tes- 
timony service. The testimonial seg- 
ment was open to anyone who wanted 
to come and stand in front of the 
microphone placed below the elevat- 
ed pulpit, and share their testimony 
or song of praise. 

For the next 90 minutes, the 
saints did testify of God’s goodness. 
Many gave thanks to the Lord for 
Bishop Moore’s ministry. For it was through his spiritual guidance 
that they were saved, or healed, or received a breakthrough in 
some area of their lives. 

Then, at the time that a number of our congregations would 
be dismissing, Bishop Moore was led by the Holy Ghost to con- 
tinue the testimonies. After about another 20 minutes of the telling 


of God’s goodness and making His deeds known among the people, 


“BISHOP MOORE TEACHES US THAT LIVING A HOLY LIFE is just that; a lifestyle, and not just a shout and dance. 
... He encourages all the members to grow in righteousness so that they can be all that they can be in the Lord. That 
means seeking the Old Path of Holiness. He tells us that we should find that path and remain there.” 


COGIC Pioneer, Bishop A.T. Moore, addresses the more than 530 people who 
gathered to honor him at his 92nd birthday banquet. 


a young lady who appeared to be about 25 years old came forward. 
She sang a congregational number, and then began to testify. 
During her testimony, she acknowledged that she was a backslider, 
and at that point she began to pour out her heart to God. 

The ministers and missionaries of Moore’s Temple immedi- 
ately began ministering to this prodigal daughter, as she boldly 
declared that she was ready to return to the Lord. At this point, 
Bishop Moore came forward and personally ministered to the 
young lady. He explained to her that if she had fully repented of 
her transgressions that caused her to leave the Lord, that she was 
no longer a backslider, but a redeemed child of God who had 
returned home. 

At this point, Bishop Moore offered this precious soul the 
Right Hand of Fellowship. She humbly accepted, and the rejoic- 
ing was on. “This is what God wanted us to do,” he said in a 
reflective tone. “He wanted us to get carnality out of the way so 
that He could speak to us, and we would be receptive to the move 
of the Holy Ghost.” 

Several members of Moore’s Temple told The Whole Truth 
that being sensitive to the directives of the Holy Spirit is a key 
element of their pastor’s leadership. Missionary Romanetha 
Stallworth has been a member at Moore’s Temple for more than 
a decade. She said that Bishop Moore places a great deal of 
emphasis on his members being ready to adhere to what the Holy 
Spirit is saying to them individually and collectively during a wor- 


ship service. 


“Bishop Moore teaches us that living a holy life is just that; 
a lifestyle, and not just a shout and dance,” Missionary Stallworth 


said. “He encourages all the members to grow in righteousness 


Kentucky First Jurisdiction Chureh of God in Christ 
presents the 


92nd 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
BISHOP A.T. MOORE 
A Living Legend. 


in the Church of God in Chirist, Inc. 


500 Fourth Avenue 
Louisville, Kentucky 


The program for this momentous occasion. 


so that they can be all that they can be in the Lord. That means 
seeking the Old Path of Holiness. He tells us that we should find 
that path and remain there. He stands firm on that teaching, and 
he has an open door policy where anyone can come and talk to 
him about anything that might be hindering their walk with 
God. Even though he is a living legend, he is not too busy to 
counsel his flock. I have seen him take time to talk to children as 
young as four-years of age.” 

Sister Pinkey Lane talked about how she admired the fact 
that Bishop Moore's focus on COGIC tradition is designed to 
enhance the members’ spiritual growth. She noted how her 
renowned pastor often consecrates aprons or prayer clothes, and 
olive oil to be used as a point of contact in the physical healing of 
the saints; and he teaches his flock that this is a longstanding tra- 
dition of COGIC. 

In fact, the dedicated lay member has been impacted so 
greatly by Bishop Moore’s observance of this sacred tradition that 
she made a prayer apron as a special memento in honor of Bishop 
Moore's birthday celebration. The specially designed apron fea- 
tures a color photo of Bishop Moore along with the following 
inscription: “Blessed by the hands of Bishop A. T. Moore. Be thou 
delivered!” 

“I am so thankful that God blessed me to contribute to this 
celebration,” she said. “Bishop Moore is very much deserving of 
this recognition. He labors tirelessly in the Word; and everything 
he does in ministry is based on Scripture. His use of the prayer 


apron is based on the ministry of (Apostle) Paul in Acts 


(19:11-12), and the anointing of the oil is found in James 
(5:13-14).” 


Elder Lee Head is a native Memphian, who recently moved 


Bishop A.T. Moore and family members pause for a picture before heading to the banquet. 


to Louisville. “I made the decision to join Moore’s Temple after 
seeing how Bishop Moore is truly committed to pastoring a spirit- 
led church,” he said. Elder Head added that Bishop Moore, who 
plays the saxophone, guitar, and piano, promotes the use of tra- 
ditional music in worship. 

“Bishop Moore believes in saying “Yes!” to the Lord in all phas- 
es of the service. He instructs the musicians to play reverently and 
not to be disruptive to the flow of the Holy Ghost,” Elder Head said. 

Bishop Moore concluded this day of traditional COGIC 
worship at Moore’s Temple by allowing The Whole Truth to visit 
with him in his office. The conversation focused on his storied 
career with COGIC and the events of the past two days. 

“I am glad that God blessed me to live all these years, and 
that you (The Whole Truth) were able to be with us. As far as me 
holding fast to the worship traditions of our Church, that can be 
traced directly to a revelation that God gave me. He showed me 
that there are three basic characteristics of the church. They are: 
personality, politics, and spirit. If you get too involved with poli- 
tics and personalities, then you are neglecting the very entity that 
God intended to empower His people, and enable them to be a 
bold witness for Him, and to reaffirm His Word in their lives. I 
speak of none other than the Holy Ghost,” Bishop Moore said. 

He ended his interview by directing The Whole Truth to I 
Thessalonians 2:15: 

Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions 
which ye have been taught, whether by word, or epistle. 
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SUPERINTENDENT WILLIAM S. WRIGHT and LIBERTY COGIC: 


Reaching the Masses for Christ 


TAKING A HOLISTIC PATH—VIA CABLE TV—IN SERVING HUMANKIND 


Dateline— Memphis, Tennessee, \ilvadlo 1990 Elder 
William S. Wright Sr., a third generation member of the Church 
Of God In Christ, organizes Liberty COGIC in the dinning 
room of his home. His four charter members include his wife, 
Debrah, their daughter, Kenitra, their son, William Wright Jr., 
and Pastor Wright’s father, Mr. Henry Wright. Today, Liberty— 
located at 544 East Raines Road in the suburb of Whitehaven— 
has a membership roll of more than 
1,400, which includes an active mem- 
bership of nearly 600 members. In 
addition, millions of Americans are 
viewing this powerful ministry by cable 
television on the MBC network. 

Both the membership and televi- 
sion audience are being impacted in 
every aspect of their lives through Elder 
Wright’s comprehensive ministry. “T 
believe in a holistic approach to min- 
istry,” the highly respected television 
pastor explained to The Whole Truth. 
“Of course, my convictions regarding 
ministry are based on the Holy Bible. 
Apostle Paul—in his writings in I 
Corinthians, 15th Chapter, verses 44— 
47— makes it crystal clear that as 
humans, we are first natural in identity, 
and then spiritual. Apostle John declares 
in the Second Verse of his Third 
Epistle—in greeting Gaius, his brother 
in the Lord—that if we are walking in 
the Truth, then we should flourish in 
every area of our lives. Therefore, my soul, and spirit.” 
ministry is focused on uplifting an indi- 
vidual’s mind, body, soul, and spirit.” 

Pastor Wright also serves with distinction in the Tennessee 
Fourth Jurisdiction, where Bishop Jerry L. Maynard serves as 
Jurisdictional Prelate. Bishop Maynard is well-known throughout 
COGIC in his role as Chief of Staff for Presiding Bishop G.E. 
Patterson. Elder Wright assists Bishop Maynard on the 
Jurisdictional level by serving as an administrative assistant and as 
Superintendent of the W.A. Patterson Sr. Memorial District. 

God has indeed confirmed His call upon Superintendent 
Wright’s ministry. The visionary leader has been favored to head 
the largest District in the Tennessee Fourth. Additionally, he has 
been blessed to obtain the glowing achievement of “The First 
Memphis COGIC Pastor To Reach a Level of Excellence” in two 
categories: he and Liberty are the first local pastor and COGIC 


“Apostle John declares ... that if we are 
walking in the Truth, then we should 
flourish in every area of our lives. 
Therefore, my ministry is focused on 
uplifting an individual's mind, body, 


—Pastor William S. Wright Sr. 


by Calvin L. Burns 


congregation to build a full-size Family Life Center; and Pastor 
Wright was the first COGIC minister in Memphis—who was 
not a Bishop—to have a weekly national television ministry. 

The articulate minister’s walk of faith from the valley of 
“Humble Beginnings” to the “Mountain of Tremendous Growth” 
is indeed inspiring. Supt. Wright’s exemplary leadership becomes 
even more impressive when contemplating the significance of the 
fact that in the early stages of his min- 
istry, Liberty actually held services in 
the chapel of a funeral home. 

“After organizing my ministry in 
the dinning room of my home, we held 
our first service eight days later in the 
Whitehaven Funeral Home Chapel,” 
Supt. Wright recalled to The Whole Truth. 
“We took in approximately 21 mem- 
bers. Yes, this ministry had its Genesis 
in the chapel of a funeral home. 
Many people laughed at me and said 
‘Wright is down at the funeral home 
raising the dead.” 

Although cynical in nature, the 
claims that the young energetic pastor 
was raising the dead were indeed on 
target. Those who were dead in sin 
heard the Gospel message of how Jesus 
Christ—through his death, burial, and 
resurrection—had atoned for those 
sins; and people by the scores were 
saved and filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Eighteen months later, God moved 
upon Superintendent Wright to declare 
a resurrection of a different kind. The 
dedicated pastor was intent on purchas- 
ing the church property at 544 East Raines Road. To say that the 
worship facility was in a dilapidated condition would definitely 
be an understatement. 

“The property was in a terrible shape,” Supt. Wright recalled. 
“The exterior was covered with shrubbery and weeds. And let’s 
just say the interior was badly in need of repair.” 

Undaunted by the physical appearance of the property, the 
committed minister moved forward to purchase the former 
Cumberland Presbyterian complex. The local Presbyterian leader- 
ship had reclaimed the property from another minister, when it 
became clear that there was no vision for ministry. There was no 
doubt in Elder Wright’s mind, however, that God had indeed 


given him a vision on how to utilize the property for effective 


ministry and the confirmation to proceed with the purchase. 

“I learned that the asking price for the property was 
$294,000,” Supt. Wright said. At that point, he began to put 
together a financial package for the purpose of receiving a loan. 
However, because his ministry was less than two years old, the 
financial institutions were less than enthusiastic when it came to 
offering Liberty a loan. 

After praying over the matter, Pastor Wright was impressed 
by God through the Holy Spirit to consult with his 
Jurisdictional Prelate——who now serves as COGIC’s Chief 
Apostle—G.E. Patterson. 

“Bishop Patterson met me here at the campus,” he said. 
“After getting a good look at the property, he wanted to be sure 
that God had led me here. I told him that I was convinced that 
God had indeed led us here.” 

Bishop G.E. Patterson then moved forward in his role as 
the Jurisdictional Prelate, and invested $160,000 into Liberty’s 
ministry for the purchase of the property. He advised Pastor 
Wright to make a bid for the property. 

Acting on the advice and financial backing of Bishop G.E. 
Patterson, the Liberty family made an offer of $170,000. The 
offer was accepted and the congregation moved forward with 
the purchasing and renovating of the property. 

Our now Presiding Bishop’s crucial role in Liberty’s pur- 
chasing of the property at 544 East Raines Road, is indicative of 
his innovative leadership on an international level. Our Chief 
Apostle is committed to the cause of extending ministry into 
the community, and in using the resources of the International 
Church to support young pastors who are making their mark in 
our Church. 

Supt. Wright’s advice to young ministers who are aspiring 
to be pastors: don't initially seek the favors or support of your 
jurisdictional prelate; rather first be assured in your heart that 
God has indeed given you the Call to pastor. 

“Too often young ministers get caught up in the pursuit of 
titles and lose focus on God’s purpose for ministry,” Supt. 
Wright emphatically stated. “The first thing a young minister 
often does is to pursue getting his license. Then, of course, he 
wants to get ordained, and then to pastor. After that he pursues 
the Superintendency; and then he wants to become a Bishop.” 

The insightful pastor, administrator, and television minister 
admonishes young ministers not to lose focus of their spiritual 
foundation. He directs them to Apostle Paul’s writing in 
Ephesians 4:11—13—to get the Biblical definition for the purpose 
of ministry. 

“Don’t get caught up on titles,” he said. “Promotion does not 
come from the east nor the west; promotion comes from the 
Lord.” Supt. Wright’s views on what establishes an effective min- 
istry and minister are directly connected to his vision of and phi- 
losophy for ministry. 

“My philosophy for ministry is, ministry should not be con- 


fined to the four walls of what we know as church,” he explained. 


“Ministry is community related. Not only is it community relat- 


ed, but it is economically related. And if we could bring our peo- 
ple (pastors influence their members) first of all within the walls 
to a spiritual insight of themselves, then we could prepare them 
to be able to divest of some of the things that they have learned 
inside of the walls to basically expand those things to the com- 
munity outside of the walls. And once the community is affected 
by the spirituality of the church or ministries, then we are going 
to see an economic impact within our local community.” 

It was in the context of his philosophy for ministry that 
Superintendent Wright established his broadcast ministry. He 
wanted to extend the simple yet profound message of the Good 
News of the Gospel into the community. The presentations of his 
message were so effective that he expanded his broadcasting 
efforts to include television. 


His first telecasts emanated from a local cable network. From 


there he was recruited to telecast regionally by the PAX Network. 
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After rave reviews from his regional telecasts, he was introduced 
to Mr. Willie Gary and the MBC Network. Today, the anointed 
preacher is seen by millions of viewers every Sunday and Tuesday. 
The time of Tuesday’s telecast is 2:30 a.m. Central Standard 
Time, which is 3:30 a.m. on the East Coast, and 12:30 a.m. on 
the West Coast. Sunday’s 2:00 a.m. Central Time telecast trans- 
lates to a 3:00 a.m. East Coast start time and a 12 midnight West 
Coast showing. Supt. Wright said the times were specifically 
picked to target a secular audience, but the response to the tele- 
cast brought a pleasant surprise. 


he said. 


expected to hear from people who were coming home from the 


“We were targeting the unsaved audience,” 


night clubs and casinos and decided to turn on MBC, where they 
heard our message. What I learned from the tremendous response 
of our viewers is that there are a lot of church people up at that 
time who are either coming home from work, or getting ready for 


their work day.” 
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My ultimate goal 


This powerful presenter of the Gospel is hearing from believ- 
ers from coast to coast. Saints from Seattle, Washington; 
Hercules, California; and Hampton, Massachusetts, are declaring 
how they are being uplifted by Supt. Wright’s television ministry. 
Meanwhile, millions of unsaved viewers are learning via Liberty's 
telecast how they can be saved and delivered through Jesus Christ 
and prosper in Him financially, physically, and spiritually. 

Supt. Wright is quick to point-out, however, that he is not 
ministering for favorable reviews or escalating rating numbers. “I 
am not one to get caught up in a numbers game,” he advised. 
“Too often, we (pastors) even count members at our local church- 
es who are no longer active. That is why I emphasize that we have 
an active membership of about 562 here at Liberty. As far as the 
television viewers are concerned, I am rejoicing in the Lord 
because His word is having a free course.” 

Having the freedom to enjoy living for Jesus Christ in one’s 
daily walk is extremely important to Supt. Wright. In fact, that 
concept played a major role in his decision to build an 11,750 
square-foot Family Life Center, which is a state-of-the-art multi- 
purpose facility. “This is a new day and era... we have entered a 
time of great technological advancement,” he said. “That is why 


we have Computer Centers, Economic Development Centers, 


and Family Life Centers. Effective ministers realize that their 


members want to see something tangible for their tithes and 
offerings. It is not enough for the leadership to assert ‘we had a 
good time at church today.’ For today’s church member, enjoying 
a quality daily life style goes hand-in-hand with their worship.” 
Supt. Wright concluded his interview with The Whole Truth 
by dealing with the core significance of Christian worship and liv- 
ing. “Having a good time in the Lord is fine, and a growing min- 
istry can be a sign of righteous productivity,” he observed. “But, 
we must not lose focus of what Jesus said in St. Matthew, the 18th 
Chapter, verses 18—20: 


together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.’ My ulti- 


‘For where two or three are gathered 


mate goal and vision for ministry at Liberty is for Jesus to be in 
our midst.” 

Surely the more than 500 persons who occupy the 250 seat- 
ing capacity at Liberty's two Sunday morning worship services, 
and the two to three million viewers who watch the power- 
packed services on the MBC Network, can attest to the validity 
of the personable minister’s vision. For more information about 
this uplifting, cutting-edge ministry, you may contact Liberty 
COGIC at (901) 396-3272, or on the Internet at http://www.lib- 


ertychurch.homestead.com/meetthepastor~ns4.html 


Tens of Thousands Observing Our 96th Annual Holy Convocation 


Urged Not To Lose Focus—Rather, Impact the World For Jesus Christ 
By Glenda Williams-Goodson; Judi Phillips, contributor. 


More than 40,000 Saints of the Church Of God In Christ 
attended their 96th International Holy Convocation November 
3-10, in Memphis, Tennessee, the worldwide headquarters for 
the nation’s premier Holiness -Pentecostal denomination. The 
saints arrived contemplating the significance of the theme for 
Holy Convocation 2003: Contending for the Faith (Jude-3). 
They came from all over the world, reflecting the diversity of their 
continent, country, or state—and each delegate had a particular 
focus or reason for attending this most sacred meeting, which 
opened at Historic Mason Temple with a Solemn Assembly. 

The Church Of God In Christ’s historic combination of 
teaching on personal holiness and creativity in the midst of severe 
adversity has amazed generations. Dr. Jack Hayford, editor of the 
Spirit Filled Life Bible (KJV), recently said, “The Church Of 
God In Christ is the largest Pentecostal group in the world ... and 
when they sing “Yes, Lord,’ there is a wonderful spirit ...” 

The Whole Truth stands in full support of Dr. Hayford’s dec- 


laration concerning the status and spiritual essence of our 


Church: the editorial staff of COGIC’s official news source is 
well aware that it is the oneness of the “Yes!” that draws more than 
two score thousand to Memphis each fall to connect with others 
of the same belief system. 

Whether by car, train, plane, or bus, they come seeking the 
corporate healing power seen in Bishop C.H. Mason, St. Samuel, 
and many other founding pioneers of our Church. They come 
expecting to witness salvation, restoration, and a rekindling of the 
spiritual fire known to accompany each service. 

In the juxtaposition of Holy Convocation and the Church- 
At-Large, two eras meet— each to leave a legacy of momentous 
consequence. And while much has changed and improved from 
the nostalgic days of old when adherents harvested their crops 
before gathering 20 days in Memphis, much remains the same. 

Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson correctly identified repen- 
tance, praying, and fasting as being essential spiritual components 
to COGIC’s future, and before any meetings were held, he called 


for the Solemn Assembly to open the Holy Convocation in 
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Historic Mason Temple. Following are highlights of the 96th 
Annual International Holy Convocation of the Saints of the 
Church Of God In Christ. 

As the saints enter the Cook Convention Center they view a 
beautiful banner that graces the auditorium with each General 
Board member's likeness in full color. Saints young and old, pros- 
perous or not, were ready to celebrate Jesus in what is called ‘their 
Jerusalem.’ Testimonies, singing, and messages such as ‘Strategies 
for Victory’ gave Sister Victoria Stafford of San Antonio, ‘Texas 
reason to go forth with 
a renewed mind to win 
souls for Jesus Christ. 
In one _ testimony, 
Bishop Sedgwick Daniels 
recalled his brother’s 
miraculous touch from 
God. “I may weigh over 
200 pounds, but I'll praise 
Him in a minute,” he 
said. Then Bishop Daniels 
began to sing an old 
time favorite, Have You 
Tried Jesus? 

Rev. Clay Evans, a 
long-time friend of 
COGIC, recalled his 
fellowship with First 
Presiding Bishop J.O. 
Patterson Sr, Second 
Presiding Bishop L.H. 
Ford, and Third Presid- 
ing Bishop C.D. Owens. 
He noted that today, he 
has the privilege of wit- 
nessing the administra- 
tion of The Most Rever- 
end, His Grace, Bishop 
G.E. Patterson. ; 

“Now I am wor- 
shipping with Bishop 
G.E. Patterson again,” 
Rey. Evans said. At this point, the renowned Missionary Baptist 
minister and Gospel singer added his testimony COGIC style, 
noting, “I came expecting something and I have been renewed 
and inspired. I was operated on for pancreatic cancer and the doc- 
tors gave me six months (to live). That was three years ago and 
I'm feeling good. There’s no secret of what God can do!” 

The Holy Convocation is no ordinary convention, and 
improving the efficiency during this hectic time is quite a task. 
Chief of Staff Bishop Jerry Maynard’s preparations include 
months of planning the many details that are key to ensuring the 
amazing accomplishment of pulling off what appears to be a 


seamless gathering. Bishop Maynard knows first hand what is 


Bishop William Bonner of Illinois addressed the 96th Annual Holy Convocation, where he 
pledges his full support to Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson and the General Board. 


required in meeting the costs of this mammoth undertaking. 
“God has a special anointing for the Church Of God In Christ,” 
he said—before tapping 12 individuals to lead out in planting a 
seed of $1,000 each. 

Our International Gathering had offers of enlightenment for 
every segment of our body. For example, Evangelist Emily Bibby 
conducted a 24 hour prayer at Historic Mason Temple. Other 
highlights included midnight musicals, shopping venues, honor 
banquets, workshops, vendor's displays, and much more. 

Delegates listened 
attentively to receive 
directions concerning 
hearing our Chief 
Apostle speak to the 
Pastors and Elders 
Council on Thursday. 
Tickets were available 
to hear Karen Clark 
Sheard, Mary Mary, 
Curt Carr, Dorinda 
Clark Cole and Vanessa 
Bell Armstrong. 

Marvin Sapp led 
the choir in his song 
One Thing I Have 
Desired of the Lord 
before General Board 
Member Bishop Roy 


First Assistant Presiding 
Bishop Charles Blake to 
preach. Evangelist Judy 
McAllister’s sermonic 
selection J Just Want to 
Praise You set the tone 
for the message. 

Bishop Blake, 
Jurisdictional Prelate of 
Southern California 
First since 1985, stated, 
“I ask myself, ‘are you 
really the First Assistant Presiding Bishop?” He recalled how as a 
young man, he was just happy to sit on the steps of Mason 
Temple. He gave his testimony of how God miraculously saved 
his son’s life. “Lawrence had been shot a point blank range with a 
45 caliber (weapon), center in the chest. We flew to Atlanta where 
he was in school. We didn’t know whether he would live, but we 
prayed and six days later, he walked out of the hospital.” 

In his message “Living Significantly,” Psalms 107:23-24, 
Bishop Blake urged the saints to remember that with the help of 
God there is no destination out of their reach. “Don't let anybody 
define you,” he emphatically stated. Then, he encouraged the 


saints to “attempt something great—we want to impact the world 


Winbush introduced . 


— 


for good and for God, don’t settle (for less) — act on your dream. 
God expects great things from us,” he said. 

One of the daytime speakers was Elder Otis Lockett, who in 
the past decade and a half has erected 14 churches from the 
ground up and founded an outreach initiative known as 
Malachi’s House. After the choir sang A Change Has Come Over 
Me led by Dorinda Clark Cole, Elder Lockett brought The 
Word. 

The highly successful pastor spoke from the topic “What 
Your Faith Needs To Work For You” (James 2:14/Hebrews 4:1). 
According to Elder Lockett, there are three pivotal needs for any- 
one who will work in God’s service: a revelation of God for your- 
self; a “God said;” and a need to put the Word to work. 

While the Men’s Department—under the direction of 
Bishop Designee Darrell Hines—convened at Historic Mason 
Temple, Cook Convention Center was bathed in a sea of white as 
the Women’s Day Services began 
under the direction of 
International Supervisor Mother 
Willie Mae Rivers. 

Saturday, the Annual Commission 
on Education Luncheon featured a 
comprehensive assemblage of the 
church’s educational leaders. Dr. 
Ailean Stingley of the COGIC Foun- 
dation said, “We believe that a fine 
mind is a gift from God, but a fine 
education is a gift from man.” 

Meanwhile, the teenagers were 


experiencing a Youth Explosion with 


Mother Willie Mae Rivers 


Evangelist Joyce Rodgers at the Cook 
Convention Center. Donnie McClurkin 
was the guest artist. Historic Mason Temple was the site where 
the children of the Sunshine Band and Purity Class shared their 
talents. Dr. Lytia Howard, Evangelist Missionary Thelma 
Cotton, and Missionary LaBarbara Whitehead all share a life- 
long passion for training the children and choir. 

On Sunday, bleary-eyed delegates gathered as early as 5:00 
a.m. at the Pyramid Arena to hear from the Chief Apostle of 
COGIC, Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson. Thousands of others 
—via a special teleconference network—were able to view the 
Lord’s Day service at Cook Convention Center, Temple of 
Deliverance, and Historic Mason Temple. 

They heard another masterful presentation of the Gospel by 
our anointed and innovative leader. The accomplishments of this 
outstanding leader are well documented. The following are 
excerpts from his anointed and insightful message, Contending 
For the Faith (Jude-3). 

“The devil is always trying to make us doubt that God said 
it, but Jude writes to those who are sanctified. The Bible is writ- 
ten that we might order our steps. The saints are those who are 


sanctified. If you die being a sinner, all the popes can't make you 


a saint—but when you've been washed in the Blood...! You can’t 
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Top: Sunshine Band makes a joyful noise unto the Lord!; center, Saints wor- 
ship in the beauty of holiness!; lower, Gospel Chorus declares God's glory. 


let people in (just because) they are a sports figure or former 
entertainer. But we must “Preach and Teach” them to sanctify 
themselves and receive the Holy Ghost. If it took holiness then, 
then it’s going to take holiness now. It may seem hard, but fight 
for it, struggle for it, fast and pray for it.” 

The rich words from our Chief Apostle caused the saints to 
continue rejoicing after the services closed. Internationally 
acclaimed Gospel artist and preacher Marvin Winans delivered 
the Sunday night message. On Monday, the Holy Communion 
Service concluded the worship segment of the 96th Holy 
Convocation, with General Board Member Bishop Phillip 


Aquilla Brooks delivering the closing message. 


L¢ | HLNYL FIOHM FHL 


Uh ca 


This page, clockwise from top left: Bishop C.D. Owens introduces Supt. 
Hogan; COGIC International Music Department President, Professor Iris 
Stevenson, center, pictured with Brother Dave Brown to her left, and 
Evangelist Barbara Jackson on her right; an inspired sister in pink gives 
the Lord a hand of praise; Bishop Bobby Henderson brings a Word on 
Missions; First Assistant Presiding Bishop C.E. Blake and Bishop Richard 
White; a mother and her children enjoy the activities. 
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This page, clockwise from top: Missionaries 

listen attentively to the Word; Mother Elizabeth 

Nash, Assistant International Supervisor; Dr. and Mrs. 
Loran Mann are simply radiant; Presiding Bishop G.E. 
Patterson enlightens; Historic Mason Temple is filled at 
the Official Opening of Convocation. 
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This page, clockwise from left: These gracious ladies are standing 
tall for the Lord; Father and son take five; Women’s Day at the Holy 
Convocation is awesome!: Sara Jordan Powell, left, honors three 
surviving daughters of our founding father, Bishop C.H. Mason— 
Mrs. Julia Mason Atkins, Mrs. Ruth Mason Lewis, and Ms. Earline 
McDowell, who was representing her mother, Mrs. Lelia Mason 
Byers; Board of Bishops prepare for Holy Communion; Chaplains 
commune, left to right, Chaplain Major Pekola Roberts—U.S. Army, 
Chaplain Commander Melody Goodwin—U.S. Navy, Chaplain 
Commander Charles Wilson—U.S. Navy, Chaplain Captain Jennifer 
Johnson—U.S. Army, Chaplain Major Marva Cromartie—U.S. Air 
Force, and Chaplain Commander Samuel Morgan III—U.S. Navy; 
We are family at the Holy Convocation. 


ZAVOS INTERNATIONAL HOLY CONVOCATION 


Above, left: Shanae McCurry, a J.O. Patterson Sr. Fine Arts Scholarship recipient; middle: First Assistant Presiding Bishop C.E. Blake presents a Fine Arts 
trophy to Christopher Davis; right: Gospel Music Legend, Rance Allen, ministers in song; lower right: Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson ministers at 
Morning Manng; below: “Here's The Whole Truth!" exclaims the publication's Editor-In-Chief, Elder Calvin Burns. 
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This page, clockwise from above left: The Pyramid in Memphis was transformed into a sanctuary for the Saints of 
COGIC; General Board Members Bishop L.E. Willis and Bishop Roy Winbush; International Supervisor Mother 
Willie Mae Rivers; a mother with her two daughters in worship; These three lads had a smile for the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost!; Komteria Herndon has a song in her heart for the Lord!; Chaplains at worship; The International 
Prayer Team lifts the saints up in prayer. 


Opposite page, top: Presidium prays for 
Bishop Willis; middle: Bishops, Superinten- 
dants, Pastors, and Elders stand in support of 
the Word; lower right: The Board of Bishops 
prepare for Worship on the Lord’s Day; lower 
left: This mom proudly declares that this is 
her daughter's first Holy Convocation! 


2003 INTERNATIONAL HOLY CONVOCATION 
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“J isHoP CHARLES HARRISON MASON was indeed 


| < a spiritual icon—not just for the Saints of the Church Of 
A God In Christ, but for all believers who have become 
part of the body of Christ through God’s call to Entire 
Sanctification. Bishop Mason’s walk with God embodied what 
the writer recorded in the Epistle of James 5:16-b: (KJV): The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

This humble leader established an effective daily prayer life 


in November 1878, after he accepted Christ as his personal 
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n Mason, A Man of Fervent Prayer 


Part Two of a Three-part Series about Our Founding Father 


savior. He accepted the Call to 
Discipleship through the ministry of 
I.S. Nelson, a Baptist minister who 
served as pastor at Mount Olive 
Missionary Baptist Church near 
Plumerville, Arkansas. The young 
Brother Mason prayed early each day, 
and asked God for direction in his 
Christian walk. 

These daily prayer sessions were 
followed by a time of personal Bible 
study, and Brother Mason started to 
realize that God had a Calling on his 
life. In 1893, he began his Christian 
Ministry after receiving his ministerial 
license from Mt. Gale Missionary 


Baptist Church, in Preston Arkansas. 


aaetate 


Elder Mason continued to pray, 
searching the Scriptures for confirma- 


tion about what God would have him 


ii 2 


to do and say, and where God would 
lead him. Through the focus of prayer 
and the direction of the Holy Word of 
God, he experienced sanctification, and 
his direction became clear. 

He preached his initial sermon in 
Holiness from I Timothy 2:1-3: Thou 
Therefore Endure Hardness as a Good 
Soldier of Jesus. Indicative of a pru- 
dent leader, Elder Mason first applied 
that message to himself, and then he 
sought ways to effectively apply God’s 
Word to his listeners. 

The desire to be an effective minister of the Gospel led Elder 
Mason to Little Rock, Arkansas, where he enrolled at Arkansas 
Bible College, in the Liberal Arts Division.* His prayer was that 
God would allow him to become more enlightened in the Word. 
After three months, however, the dedicated minister became con- 
vinced that he would not get insight on how to grow in the Word 
by studying in an academic focused curriculum. 

Again, he prayed and asked for God’s guidance and protec- 


tion. His supplication was heard. God directed him to transfer 


from the Liberal Arts Division at Arkansas Bible College to the 
Ministers’ Institute at the College. He soon learned that God had 
indeed answered his prayer concerning his education. He flour- 
ished in his theological studies and went on to graduate from the 
Ministers’ Institute in 1895. 

From his communication with God through prayer, Elder 
Mason had come to realize that God was not discounting aca- 
demics, but that he was being prepared for a special work that 
God personally had assigned him to do. This committed vessel 
for Jesus Christ had discovered “that preaching moves people but 
prayer moves God.” 

In late 1895, Elder Mason met Elder C.P. Jones of Jackson, 
Mississippi, Elder J.E. Jeter of Little Rock, Arkansas, and Elder 
W.S. Pleasant of Hazlehurst, Mississippi. 
After meeting these men, it became 
apparent to him that God had brought 
them into his life for a specific reason. 

Again, he consulted God through 
prayer concerning His purpose for him 
in developing a relationship with these 
ministers. God dealt with him concern- 
ing having comrades in Christ and fellow 
laborers of the Gospel. 

Suddenly, God’s plan for this fellow- 
ship was crystal clear. These men would 
be Elder Mason’s inner-circle of friends 
in the ministry. In 1896, they would join 
forces and conduct a Holy Ghost- 
inspired revival in Jackson, Mississippi. 
The boldness in which they preached 
God’s call to Sanctification shocked the mainstream Protestant 
community—which caused Elder Mason and his cohorts to be 
labeled as “militant preachers.” 

God moved mightily during the revival, as scores of people 
were saved and embraced the Doctrine of Sanctification. Elder 
Mason, fueled by a time of fasting and prayer, preached and 
taught emphatically concerning the Doctrine of Sanctification. 
He was so empowered by God’s anointing that he did not give up 
in despair when the Missionary Baptist Association withdrew the 
Right-Hand-of-Fellowship from him and his comrades for their 
unwavering stance on God’s call to Holiness through the 
Doctrine of Sanctification. 

In 1897, the dedicated group of preachers returned to 
Jackson for another revival. Elder Mason had continued to seek 
God’s face through prayer, and he was convinced that the Lord 


had directed him and his comrades to this particular area. He had 


been warned by his detractors—both from the Missionary 
Baptist Association and from White Supremacist— not to return. 

However, Elder Mason had prayed to the Lord and had 
received his answer. God was guiding his efforts, and He would 
provide a place for the revival services to be held. And so it was: 
Elder Mason preached the opening message of the revival from 
the south entrance of the Jackson Court House. From there, a 
Mr. John Lee opened up his home to the revival. 

These militant preachers were indeed grateful for the confir- 
mation given by God concerning His revelation to Elder Mason. 
The response was great! However, Mr. Lee’s home could not hold 
the overwhelming number of people who were responding to 
Bishop Mason’s message of Sanctification. 

In response to their need of a larger 
meeting place, a gentleman by the name 
of Watson—who owned an abandoned 
warehouse in Lexington, Miss., that had 
been used as a ginning facility for cot- 
ton—gave his consent for the revival to 
be conducted on his property. This ware- 
house would eventually become the first 
worship site for the Holiness-Pentecostal 
denomination known as the Church Of 
God In Christ. 

Meanwhile, people were being 
saved, healed, and spiritually uplifted at 
this miracle revival. Some of the local 
“good old boys” felt that this was too 
much authority for a group of Black 
preachers to have. Perhaps a few pistol 
shots and shotgun blasts into the services would put them in their 
place, they thought. 

God proved to be faithful, and no one was fatally wounded 
from the shots. A prayerful Mason thanked God for sparing the 
lives of those attending the meeting. He continued to pray and 
ask for God’s guidance concerning the ministry he had given him 
and his comrades. 

At the close of the revival, it had become apparent to the 
group of ministers that God wanted them to establish a church 
for the people who had been saved during the crusade. God had 
revealed to Elder Mason that the church should be designed to 
promote the Doctrine of Entire Sanctification through the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

He felt impressed by God through the Holy Spirit, after a 
time of special prayer, to call a meeting with Elder Jones and 


Elder Pleasant to discuss the name of their denomination. They 


God moved mightily during the revival, as scores of people were saved 


and embraced the Doctrine of Sanctification. Elder Mason, fueled by... fasting 


and prayer, preached and taught emphatically concerning ... Sanctification. 
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later met with 60 charter members and established a new 
Pentecostal body known as the Church of God. The members 
bought land on Gazoo Street in Lexington, Miss., from Mrs. John 
Ashcraft, and they built a 60-feet by 40-feet structure. 

Our First Chief Apostle continued to pray about the name of 
the new denomination. He felt that God was leading him to 
Scriptures for the purpose of finding a name for the assembly that 
would set it apart from other Pentecostal bodies. 

Elder Mason was praying inwardly while walking along a 
street in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1897. This body was to serve 
God in the beauty of holiness, and of course no man can come to 
the Father except through Jesus Christ. He continued to pray for 
God to give him a revelation concerning Scripture. Suddenly, he 
felt a name being revealed to him. Yes, that was it: Church Of 
God In Christ. 

No, God never gives a revelation without a confirmation. 
Hence, Elder Mason was led to the following Scripture for his 
biblical support of the name of the Pentecostal- Holiness body. 
I Thessalonians 2:14: 


For ye brethren became followers of the 
Churches Of God whichin Judea are in Christ Jesus: 
For ye have suffered like things of your own 


countrymen even as they have of the Jews. 


Based on this revelation, the body formerly known as the 
Church of God was reorganized. Ironically, it was C.P. Jones— 
not Brother Mason—who was tapped as General Overseer. 
After being appointed as Overseer for Tennessee, Bishop Mason 
continued to seek God’s face concerning his ministry and spiritu- 
al growth. His spiritual breakthrough came in March 1907, when 
he traveled to Los Angeles, California, to attend the renowned 
Pentecostal revival being conducted by Elder W.J. Seymour. 
Bishop Mason had come to learn more about the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost. 

While the others who had made the journey with him 
marveled in disbelief, the young Mason continued to pray until 
he received a vision concerning the Holy Ghost. And he indeed 
received the baptism in the Holy Ghost according to Acts 2:4, 
because he had gladly received the Word according to Acts 2:41. 

Upon returning to the Mid-South, Bishop Mason soon 
learned another important lesson about praying through. 
Reaching the will of God can very well mean incurring the wrath 
of man. This pioneer was excommunicated from the very body he 


had played a major role in establishing and naming because of his 


embracing “speaking in tongues” as evidence of receiving the 
Holy Ghost. 

Undaunted by the rejection of his former comrades, Bishop 
Mason stayed focused on hearing from God through prayer. 
The fact that he was not named General Overseer had not 
quenched his burning desire to be an anointed vessel and to say 
“Yes!” to the Lord. So he resolved that a withdrawal of the Right- 
Hand-of-Fellowship by man did not remove him from the Center 
of God’s will. 

Bishop Mason continued to pray and to seek God’s face. He 
boldly declared for all the brethren that believed in receiving the 
Holy Ghost according to Acts 2:1-4 to meet him in 
Memphis. He prayed, the people came, and the Lord answered 
and confirmed His move. For the brethren did come, and they 
established the First Pentecostal General Assembly of the Church 
Of God In Christ. 

This time, Bishop Mason was unanimously chosen General 
Overseer, and was given the full authority of Chief Apostle. That 
included establishing doctrine, organizing auxiliaries and 
appointing overseers. 

Humbly and prayerfully he went about the task of laying the 
foundation of what would become the nation’s premier Holiness- 
Pentecostal denomination. One of his first official acts was declar- 
ing November 25—December 14 to be the dates for the Annual 
Holy Convocation. This was to be a time of fasting and praying, 
worship, fellowship, and taking care of the spiritual and social | 
affairs of the Church. 

Bishop Mason was convinced that this time of year was the 
proper time to meet because the majority of the members were 
hardworking farmers or sharecroppers who lived throughout the 
Mid-South. This 20-day period was set at a time that the mem- 
bership would have harvested and received pay for the crops, 
which would give them the financial resources needed to attend 
and support a National Holy Convocation. 

Our first Chief Apostle spent hours in prayer before 
announcing his decision about the Holy Convocation. He also 
prayerfully considered his appointees to national office. Because 
of his theological training, Bishop Mason attracted and recruited 
men and women who were either graduates of colleges with the- 
ology departments or had received a basic theological education 
at Bible School. These distinguished leaders included prominent 
Overseers or Bishops such as David J. Young, Robert E. Hart, 
E.R. Driver, and Riley F. Williams, and such renowned 
Supervisors as Lizzie Robinson and Lucinda Bostic. 


It can be confirmed that Bishop Mason did not fight 


Bishop Mason continued to pray and to seek God's face. He boldly declared for all the 
brethren that believed in receiving the Holy Ghost according to Acts 2:1-4 to meet him in 
Memphis. He prayed, the people came, and the Lord answered and confirmed His move. 
For the brethren did come, and they established the First Pentecostal General Assembly 


of the Church Of God In Christ. 


education. In fact, some of his educational pioneers were known 
to introduce the saints to the New Testament Greek language in 
their Bible studies which were designed to provide an anointed 
insight into the Scriptures. Bishop Mason would have his model 
for theological dialogue adopted by the General Assembly. The 
body voted to commit three to four days to the study of the- 
ological education. Topics included The Trinity, Justification, 
Sanctification and The Baptism in the Holy Ghost. 

With the focus on prayerfully seeking God’s will, Bishop 
Mason and COGIC experienced great growth. People came to 
hear the Gospel, and they remained to be filled with the Holy 
Ghost and to be healed from various illnesses. 

The fame of this man of God spread abroad, as people 
testified of being healed after he had prayed a prayer of faith. In 
fact, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover became disturbed after hear- 
ing about how Bishop Mason spoke out about some of the 
ungodly policies embraced by America. So he dispatched inform- 
ants to infiltrate COGIC so that they could learn “the truth about 
C.H. Mason.” 

The reports showed that Bishop Mason was a dedicated 
minister who believed in the power of prayer. He prayed so that 
others might be saved, filled, and healed. He prayed and said “Yes!” 


“Jesus is a wonder!” 


to the Lord! He prayed that people everywhere would know the 
spiritual significance of him saying “Jesus is a wonder!” 

He prayed until demons were cast out of oppressed souls. He 
prayed until people who had been diagnosed with terminal ill- 
nesses were miraculously healed. He prayed until the lame threw 
down their crutches and leaped from their wheelchairs. His fer- 
vent prayer life had such an uplifting impact on the Saints of 
COGIC that prayer and fasting became an essential component 
of their daily walk with the Lord; and each week, Tuesdays and 
Fridays were to be days of prayer and fasting. 

Earlier accounts of Bishop Mason’ theological training stated that he 
withdrew from Arkansas Bible College, not that he transferred from the 
Liberal Arts Division to the Ministers’ Institute, where he graduated in 
1895. Research by scholars such as Dr. David Daniels III has confirmed 
that Bishop Mason did indeed graduate from the Ministers’ Institute at the 
Arkansas Bible College, and that he was an advocate for having “the learn- 
ing along with the burning!” This tribute was compiled from the research of 
Dr. David D. Daniels III, and information made available in the archives 
of the COGIC Publishing House by Elder Calvin L. Burns. 


Bishop C.H. Mason 


Jesus, everyday, the word of Him calling, 

the gift of God working, everywhere He’ calling 
giving us to come and see the word 

of His wonders here with these. 


Heal the sick ones and give these saying Yes, to God. 
I will Lord, I will Lord, I will glorify your name, 
I, will say I will. 


The mind of God in Christ, the Word of God in Christ, 
the wisdom of God In Christ confirming His Word here. 


Woman, Jesus deliver you, cast the devil out! 


Heal the sick everywhere. 
Heal here, heal everywhere. 
Heal! Heal today! 


The Word of your wonder, heal! 
The Word of your will, heal! 


The gift of your name cast out devils. 


The everywhere of God! The wonder of Him here today. 


Jesus here and everywhere! 
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In Tune With his Spiri 


The Legacy of Bishop C.H. Mason Impacts Spiritual and Creative Dimensions 
Of Elder Robert L. Shepherd Jr, Gifted Minister and Poet 4 catvin t. Burns 


(iE BE ORSE PDE RR Ober Rit es coih Pier Re 
personifies Philippians 4:19: But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Born the son 
of share croppers on a farm in Marked Tree, Arkansas, in 1955, 
the young Robert Shepherd soon learned the meaning of hard 
work and the responsibility that goes with sharing the load and 
needs of others. The fourth 
of eight children, Elder 
Shepherd was taught to 
attend to both the needs of 
his siblings and to the 
plight of his neighbors, 
who were more impover- 
ished than his 


Twenty-five years after his 


family. 


birth, the clean cut young 
man from Arkansas would 
experience his second birth 


of being Born Again. Two 


Elder and Mrs. Robert L. Shepherd Jr. 


years later, he would be 
baptized in the Holy Ghost according to Acts 2:4, and “be indoc- 
trinated into the Church Of God In Christ.” This life-altering 
experience would be the transition that would lead him to dis- 
cover the rich legacy of another distinguished gentleman who also 
came from a humble agrarian background: Bishop C.H. Mason. 
That encounter would be the motivating force that spurred the 
minister/poet to create a work entitled Tribute To Bishop Charles 
Harrison Mason: Founder Of The Church Of God In Christ. He 
would also write a book of poetry with that same focus, titled J” 
Tune With His Spirit. 

Elder Shepherd discovered that there were some advantages to 
spending his formative years helping his family with share-crop- 
ping 63 acres of cotton. “I enjoyed fishing and cutting down trees 
with my father and brothers,” he told The Whole Truth, adding 
that this activity provided a welcome relief from farming, while 
offering him an opportunity to commune with nature. 

It was during the time of being close to nature that the aspir- 
ing poet began to reflect on the goodness and majesty of God. He 
could feel the presence of God move across the skyline and seem- 
ingly make the trees bow in reverence to Him, and observe the 
current of the stream “glide in the joy of the Creator of the 
Universe, the Almighty God.” 

The future COGIC minister began to realize that God had 


a calling on his life, both in the way of ministry and creative writ- 


ing. He also was cognizant of the fact that there was a need to cul- 
tivate his gifts if they were to be used for the glory of God. 

After graduating from Mark Tree High School in 1972, 
Elder Shepherd journeyed to Scranton, Pennsylvania, where he 
took advantage of a federal grant that provided an intense train- 
ing program on operating heavy equipment. 

In 1974, the young Arkansan decided that he would indeed 
aim high by entering the United States Air Force. He had a suc- 
cessful four-year stint, and during his years of service, God met 
Robert's need to mature both spiritually and intellectually. 

“During those years (in the Air Force) ... My knowledge of 
good and evil was vastly expanded,” Elder Shepherd recalled. 

While serving in England, Shepherd wrote a poem based on 
the philosophy of Ralph Waldo Emerson: “To be great is to be 
misunderstood.” In discussing the poem with a Christian friend, 
the poet was stung by an acute observation. 

“My friend let me know that I had missed the mark in the 
poem by linking Jesus with mundane philosophers like Socrates 
and Plato,” he said in a reflective tone. “My friend reminded me 
that ‘Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God,’ stands above all 
other gods or philosophers.” 

Reflecting on his Christian upbringing in the Missionary 
Baptist Church, he recalled the informative Sunday School les- 
sons and the inspiring worship celebrations. He continued to 
mediate on the meaning and significance of being Born Again. 

After years of resisting the call of God, he surrendered and 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior at the age of 25. Two 
years later, after being introduced to the Doctrine of Entire 
Sanctification, he was filled with and baptized in the Holy Ghost. 

As a member of the Church Of God In Christ, Elder 
Shepherd learned about the tradition of the saintly and godly 
women of the church. One Church Mother often talked about 
the ministry of our founding father, Bishop C.H. Mason. 

“Mother Susie Gay was in her 80s,” he said. “She would tell 
me stories of Bishop Mason and how when she would be in his 
presence, the whole atmosphere would be charged with the Glory 
of God and people would be ‘healed and slain in the Spirit.” 

Mother Gay’s accounts of Bishop Mason’s legacy inspired 
Elder Shepherd to research our founding father extensively, and 
obtained tapes of Bishop Mason both praying and preaching. He 
studied the life of William Seymour and the Azusa Street Revival. 

He acknowledged his Call to the Ministry in 1983, and was 
was ordained an Elder in COGIC in 1986. Elder Shepherd notes 


that God met his need to fully understand God’s call to salvation 


by introducing him to COGIC and Mother Gay. He was able to 
address his need for training with his Veteran benefits. 

In 1987, the dedicated preacher/poet met the need of the 
charge given by Apostle Paul in II Timothy 4:5, to But watch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangel- 
ist, make full proof of thy ministry; by answering the call to do 
the work of an evangelist. Today, he is still answering that call 
while serving as an associate minister at Temple of Blessings 
Outreach Ministry, where Elder Michael Jones serves as Chief 
Shepherd. 

Elder Shepherd’s need for employment was met through a 
successful career with the United States Post Office. His charm- 
ing wife of 20 years, Tammara, has more than met the need for 
companionship. 

“God saw that I was lonely, so He created Tammara for me,” 
Elder Shepherd says in tribute to his wife. 

Evangelist Tammara Shepherd has indeed stood in support 
of her husband. A graduate of Arkansas State University, she has 
enjoyed a stellar career in marketing and sales. Her focus of min- 
istry includes conducting and planning revivals, speaking at per- 
sonal enrichment conferences, and presenting inspirational mes- 
sages for various church functions. 

It was Evangelist Shepherd who encouraged her husband to 
testify about the impact that the legacy of Bishop Mason had on 
his life. The more he recalled the accounts of how he had been 
inspired by our founding father, the more his creative forces 
flowed. 

Then one day, the inevitable occurred. In a moment of pure 
inspiration and adoration, the anointed preacher and insightful 
poet fulfilled his need to appropriately recognize our founding 
father by creating the poem, A Tribute To Bishop Charles 
Harrison Mason: Founder Of the Church Of God In Christ. 

The striking prose is included in a book of poetry by Elder 
Shepherd entitled Jn Tune With His Spirit. The 40-page work is 
a collection of poetry dedicated to the life and legacy of Bishop 
C.H. Mason. In addition to the book of poetry, Elder Shepherd 
designed an attractive color poster version of the poem, Tribute 
To Bishop Charles Harrison Mason: Founder Of the Church Of 
God In Christ. In the poster rendition, the poem is placed under 
a captivating photo of a young Bishop C.H. Mason. The picture 
of Bishop Mason was selected from the numerous snapshots of 
him on display in the couple’s private collection. 

This literary achievement also serves as an illuminating tes- 
tament of how God met the need for a better life through Jesus 
Christ, for a young man who was born into poverty. Elder 
Shepherd’s contributions to society as a minister and poet present 
a chronicle for what it means to achieve the American dream, 
reinforcing the universal principle that all Christians adhere to: 
that without Christ, you are not really living, but merely existing. 

For more information about his writings, contact Elder 
Robert Shepherd by writing to him at 4303 Cottonwood Road, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38118 or call (901) 652-3545. 


Tribute 


10 Bishop Charles Harrison Mason: 
founder of the Church Of God In Christ 


By Elder Robert L. Shepherd Jr. 


A man with a vision 
That knew no compromise. 
A man with a heart 
That had no dark disguise 


Ne scepter, no honor 

No glory did he seek 
But with a spirit of humility | 
He didn’t know defeat. | 


Why shouldn't I boast of him? 
Of lesser men we boast 
Why should his only choir 
Be of that angelic host? 


For he lived and moved among us 
And we followed as he led. 
He prayed for our infirmities. | 
He buried our dead. | 


He cast out devils 
In his Master’s name 
And the anointing of the Holy Ghost 
Was in every song her sang. 
The compassion and warmth in his heart 


How could one man bear? 
But let not us think; it was his own— 
_ It was the Saviors care. 


_ Often more than often, 
_ He shun the meat and bread; 
For his hearts desire 
Was to do what Jesus said. 


And many souls were saved 
Just because they heard him pray, 
And rebuke the powers of darkness 

In such a bold and fearless way 


But at the age of ninety-five 

This warrior sought the sky. 

Yet his soul and spirit liveth 
For in God, no saint can die! 
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By Scott A. Bradley 


FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 


Black Manhood and Christianity 


Manhood—defined and redefined by cultural standards over 
time, particularly in the African-American community—began 
to emerge to new heights in the latter 20th century, when for the 
first time in American culture, Black manhood became more than 
just an obscure term. Since the days of slavery, Black men were 
broken, belittled, and mentally castrated. Not much changed 
once slavery was abolished. However, slowly but surely over the 
past 140 years, and particularly in the past 50 years, we have seen 
a surge of Black men make their mark in our society. These men 
have been able to articulate a concept of Black manhood in the 
entrepreneurial, industrial, and spiritual arena. 

In order to define true manhood, one must read the Holy 
Bible—the infallible Word of God. When God created man, the 
Bible says, He breathed into him the breath of life and man 
became a living soul (Genesis 2:7—b). God endowed man with 
wisdom, intellect, and the ability to lead, cover, and protect. God 
ordained him to be the covering of his family and the priest of his 
home. He was to protect his wife and children, and as priest, was 
to intervene and commune with God on their behalf. Job was a 
good example of this: as a father and priest of his family, he would 
offer sacrifice to the Lord after his children had feasted, just in 
case they had sinned against the Lord during the feast (Job 1:15). 

Adam was created in the image of God and was in divine fel- 
lowship with Him, which among other things, gave him great intel- 
lect and wisdom. Obviously, it took a great intellectual mind to 
name every species of animal on the earth (Gen. 2:19) and a great 
sense of leadership and responsibility to be in the charge of the 
Garden of Eden. 

Adam was complete when he was in fellowship with God, 
but after sinning, he hid himself from God. God called out, 
“where art thou?” (Gen. 1:9). A man who seeks God is truly com- 
plete when he desires to renew the fellowship that Adam once 
had, and this can only be accomplished through our Lord and 


Savior, Jesus Christ. 


GOD SPOKE TO MAN 
Whenever God spoke in the scriptures concerning family 
matters, He spoke to man. Have you noticed that after the angel 


spoke to Mary informing her that she would bring forth Jesus, 


In the 2Ist Century 


that there is no recorded dialogue between Himself and Mary 
after that? From that point on, the dialogue was between God 
and Joseph: he told Joseph not to put Mary away for a violation 
that could have resulted in Mary being stoned to death (St. 
Matthew 1:18-19, 24), and later instructed Joseph to flee to 
Egypt and then afterward to return to his homeland of Israel (St. 
Matthew 2:13-14, 20). Perhaps this is because it had now become 
a family affair, and the head of that family was the man, Joseph. 

There is no recorded dialogue in scriptures of God speaking 
directly to Eve. (Perhaps He did, but it was not recorded.) In fact, 
it was not inconceivable to believe that all of the instruction that 
she received—especially concerning the Tree of Knowledge— 
came by way of her husband. He was leading and protecting her, 


passing on vital instructions from God concerning her safety. 


MENTAL CASTRATION 

God’s divine plan of manhood—the ability to lead, the abil- 
ity to cover, and the ability to protect—are an essential part of the 
psyche of man. Immobilizing these abilities causes spiritual or 
mental castration, which was part of the slave strategy. During the 
time of slavery, the Black male’s ability to lead was taken away and 
he became dependant upon the woman—the “weaker vessel.” 
The ability to cover and protect was taken away as he was power- 
less to prevent the rape of his wife or daughter. The same mental 
castration endured throughout the 20th century as jobs became 
scarce and there were in many cases an inability to provide for his 
family. This inability to fulfill God’s plan has strong psychologi- 
cal affects, causing man to feel powerless. The long-term reper- 
cussions of this mental castration can anger and confuse man and 
cause him to take out his anxiety against the one that God has oth- 
erwise equipped him to protect. 

These abilities—given by the Creator but that have been lost 
—can only be restored by God himself. Remember, God is the 
creator of man and of the divine plan of manhood. In the latter 
20th and early 21st centuries, we have seen a number of min- 
istries stressing the importance of manhood and ministering to 
the whole man—mind, body, soul, and spirit. To do so, one must 
understand the mental castration that has plagued Black men for 


the past 100 years. It is almost necessary to reprogram Black men 


The media-hyped negative image of young Black men in the latter 20th and early 21st centuries is designed to reinforce a 
stereotype of an oversexed super-stud. Young men in baggy clothes with their pants falling down and using derogative lan- 
guage to describe women is an exact reflection of a powerless, confused man who has taken out his anger upon the very one 
he feels that he cannot —or for whatever reason, will not—protect. 


and reinforce the sense that he is created in the image of God; 


therefore, he is not a mistake, a liability, or an after-thought. 


THE NEGATIVE IMAGE OF BLACK MEN 

The media-hyped negative image of young Black men in the 
latter 20th and early 21st centuries is designed to reinforce a 
stereotype of an oversexed super-stud. Young men in baggy 
clothes with their pants falling down and using derogative language 
to describe women is an exact reflection of a powerless, confused 
man who has taken out his anger upon the very one he feels that 
he cannot—or for whatever reason, will not—protect. The music 
industry encourages this because it is marketable in not only the 
Black community, but more so in the White community. 
Statistics show that Gansta Rap has 
more sales among White youth than 
Black. This means that the industry is 
selling a stereotypical image to the 
White community and reaping cash 
benefits at the same time. The young 
Black Hip-Hop star may feel empow- 
ered by the money and fame that he 
has received, but he has done so at the 
expense of reinforcing a negative 
image—and in the process he is also 
guilty of selling out his own community. 

This stereotypical image is copied by many of today’s youth. 
Therefore, the church must be able to counteract this image by 
presenting the positives of Godly manhood. Godly men, more 
than anyone else, should be able to show the world what man- 
hood is all about. But this can only be accomplished when a man 
seeks God for his completeness. Since God created man in His 


image, then who better to seek than the Creator himself? 


THE 21ST CENTURY CHRISTIAN MAN 

Leadership is an attribute of manhood. But it is not just lead- 
ership in the church that a man should provide (although this 
should be near the front of the list); first of all, he should give 
leadership to his family. Leaders lead by example. A good family 
man would not send his family to church without going himself; 
and in the context of that same spirit, a General, the epitome of 
a good military man, would not send his troops off into battle 
without leading them. A good Christian man, however, leads his 
family to church, and a strong General leads his troops into bat- 
tle, preparing them by communicating specific battle plans that 
will be carried out through the chain of command. A Christian 
man realizes God’s chain of command, with the husband to lead 
and love, as God and His son, Jesus, have led and loved. 
Remember the words of Joshua, As for me and my house we will 
serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15). 

One of the reasons why movements such as the Nation of 
Islam gained so much momentum during the latter 20th century 


is that they had the ability to inspire and build Black manhood. 


... the Christian image of Black men as 
leaders, family men, and business men is 
starting to slowly emerge, as a direct result 
of a number of Christian churches preach- 
ing about these much-overlooked attrib- 
utes. Today's ministers are starting to 
understand more and more the importance 
of ministering to the whole man. 


The Bible declares that The Lord commended the unjust steward, 
because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in 
their generation wiser than the children of light (St. Luke 16:8); 
it is not surprising, then, that an essential attribute of manhood 
that should be taught in the Christian church has been adopted, 
though exploited, by another religious body. The principles of 
manhood are not exclusive to a particular religious denomination. 
Had these Biblical principles been taught in the Christian church 
and maintained long ago, the fuel that energizes such movements 
as the Nation of Islam would not exist. Manhood is not a religion, 
and therefore cannot be claimed or corralled by a particular reli- 
gion; it is ordained by God. 

Although Hollywood is still reinforcing a negative image of 
Black men—projecting them mostly as 
pimps, pushers, thugs, and womaniz- 
ers—the Christian image of Black men 
as leaders, family men, and business 
men is starting to slowly emerge, as a 
direct result of a number of Christian 
churches preaching about these much- 
overlooked attributes. Today’s ministers 
are starting to understand more and 
more the importance of ministering to 
the whole man. Additionally, strong 
ethical messages such as appreciating and celebrating one’s culture 
are helping many brothers to find their ancestral as well as spiri- 
tual roots. While at one time, Black men were made to feel 
ashamed of their heritage —particularly since we unconsciously 
looked to European standards as examples—we are now starting 
to find that our ancestral forms of worship are very much con- 
nected to the Bible and that many of the patriarchs of the Bible 
carried a similar connection. 

Man’s origin was in East Africa. The first man, Adam (mean- 
ing red clay or red earth), was a Black man, and many of the 
events in the Bible took place on the Continent of Africa, in the 
eastern region. 

The message of manhood is a positive and godly one. God’s 
divine will is for men to lead, cover, and protect. As Black men, 
our women desire to see us out front, in control, and in charge. 
But this can only be established through godly perseverance. The 
worldly standard of defining manhood by how many sexual 
exploits he can have or how much money he can make is an erro- 
neous standard that unfortunately many have chosen to follow. 
True manhood is seeking God for a divine plan on how to effec- 


tively lead his family, his church, and his community. 

Scott A. Bradley serves as Senior Pastor for the Rivers of Life 
Inspirational Church Of God In Christ in Romeoville, Illinois. He is also an 
author and lecturer. His most recent book is entitled Black Roots, Black 
Religion, Confronting Religious Racism in America. Additionally he is a 
contributing writer for the YPWW topics and a national annual lecturer at 
the AIM Conference, Leadership Conference, and the International Holy 
Convocation. This year marks his 21st season as Chaplain for the Chicago 
Bulls of the National Basketball Association (NBA). You may contact him for 
speaking engagements or to order his most recent work at (630) 730-2319. 
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COMMUNITY OUTE 


Fountain of Youth Boys and Girls Club 


Community Outreach Center of Flint, Michigan 


ARNE TA ma H@OMAS A RESIDENT ©OPVELINGA, 
Michigan, has a radiant personality and a burning desire to do 
effective ministry for the Kingdom of God. In 2000, this precious 
woman of God reached a milestone on her journey in answering 
the Call to minister to the needs 
of God’s people when she estab- 
lished and became the Execu- 
tive Director of the Fountain 
of Youth Boys & Girls Club 
Community Outreach Center. 

Sister Thomas is a mem- 
ber of Greater Bethlehem 
Ministries COGIC, where 
Elder Nathaniel J. Lewis Sr. 
serves as pastor. She told The 
Whole Truth that the services 
offered at the Fountain of 
Youth are designed to provide 
youth a comprehensive pre- 
Karnett Thomas in action. vention program for alcohol 
and substance abuse, while 
enlightening them through academics, youth development, and 
fine arts. 

Another important component of this community outreach 
initiative is a holiday feeding program for the less fortunate. The 
Fountain of Youth’s Feed the Needy for 
Thanksgiving Day 2003 was a great 


success. More than 100 persons were 
blessed with a traditional Thanksgiving dinner, with other per- 


sonal needs also taken care of. Meijer was the corporate sponsor 


for the event, and Greater Bethlehem Ministries COGIC was the 
host church. This successful humanitarian event brought tears of 
joy to the organizer’s eyes. In fact, the significance of sharing 
Thanksgiving with those in need caused Sister Thomas to reflect 
on just how much God has blessed her ministry. 

The dynamic servant for humanity recalled how God first 
revealed that He had given her a particular work for troubled and 
socially disadvantaged youth in 1988. “About 15 years ago, God 
showed me in a dream a child who had been abused and revealed 
to me that I would be working with abused and high-risked chil- 
dren far and near,” she said. “God has brought that dream to real- 
ity. Fountain of Youth Boys and Girls Club has been a safe haven 
for children. I thank God for His wondrous works!” 

Sister Thomas added that the programs offered at Fountain 
of Youth are also focused on addressing Flint’s escalating crime 
and unemployment rates. The following information gives a 
complete overview of the programs and services offered by this 


innovative community outreach initiative. 


This is taken from Genesis 4:9—-b: Am I my brother's keeper? 
The organization’s answer to this provocative question is a 


resounding “ Yes!” 


MISSION 

The Fountain of Youth’s purpose and goals are based on the 
mission to provide a safe haven for children that is conducive to 
learning. In addition, the organization has the stated purpose to 
enhance the quality of life for all youth by providing a wide area 


of recreation, fitness, and human services that promote overall 


MEET THE FOUNTAIN 
OF YOUTH STAFF 

Front row: Lisa McGee, 
Tawana Houston, and 
Jane Stribling; second 
row: Ellen McGowan, 
Brenda Thomas, Karnetta 
Thomas, Dean Meadors, 
Andre McGee, and 
Rhonda Thomas. 


wellness and self-improvement. Fountain of Youth’s mission is to 
encourage growth and independence. The mission also is aimed 
at preventing or delaying the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drugs, while inspiring and enabling all young people, especially 
those from disadvantaged circumstances, to realize their full 


potential as productive, responsible, and caring citizens. 


SERVICES AND PROGRAMS 

° Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention Program 

¢ After-School Tutorial Program/Latch Key 

° Youth Development Program 

¢ Fine Arts Program, with two components: 
1) The Fountain of Youth Conservatory School of Music 
2) The Drama Club 

¢ Recreation Program 

¢ Senior Thursdays 


¢ Human Services 


THE TEAM THAT MAKES IT ALL WORK 
The team that is responsible for the daily operation of this 
unique community outreach effort includes: 
Karnetta Thomas, CEO 
Fine Arts Program 
Rhonda Y. Thomas 
Program Director 
Tawana L. Houston 
Drama Club 
Alicia I. Thomas 
After School Program 
Dhanetta A. Brown 
Youth Development 
Terry L. Thomas 
Health & Human Services 
Brenda D. Thomas 
Chief Financial Officer 
Gary Thomas and 
Melvin “Bishop” Thomas 
Security 
Margaret Houston 
Kitchen Manager 
Dean Meadors and Jane Stribling 


Senior Cooks 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Orlando Miller, President 
Linda Lane, Vice President 
Ellen McGowan, Treasurer 
Keisha Barnes, Secretary 
Andre McGee 
Lisa McGee 
Shurice Major 
Sharon Williams 
Tonya Davis 
Dean Meadors 
Jane Stribling 
Rhonda Johnson 


VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

The staff’s and Board of Directors’ plans for the future call 
for the Fountain of Youth Boys & Girls Club Community Out- 
reach Center to provide temporary and emergency housing/shelter 


for children/youth /teens. 


WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY! 
The Fountain of Youth Boys & Girls Club Community 


Outreach Center is a not-for-profit organization. For more infor- 


mation or to make a charitable donation, please contact Rhonda 
Y. Thomas, Program Director, 4401 M.L. King Ave., Flint, MI 
48505; (901) 725-5651; or, rthomas876@aol.com 

Your donation to this 501 C (3) organization is 100% tax- 
deductible. 
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NOV. 8, 2003: 34th ANNUAL CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


Staple of our Annual Holy Convocation Proves to be a Cultural Delight 


by Glenda Williams-Goodson 


The stage of the Peabody Hotel’s Grand Ballroom, decorat- 
ed with multicolored balls against a black background, was a fit- 
ting backdrop for the talented jurisdictional representatives who 
presented their talents to hundreds of 
well-wishers at the 34th Annual J.O. 
Patterson Sr. Fine Arts Scholarship 
Dinner. Dr. Ailean Stingley, C.H. 
Mason Foundation Chairperson, spoke 
of the importance of having this 
endowment, and followed by pre- 
senting Evangelist Sara Jordan Powell. 

“We're so delighted you are with 
us,” said Fine Arts Director Sara 
Jordan Powell, who has labored with 
this important function for 29 years. 

The C.H. Mason Foundation’s 
Mission Statement declares that there 
is a recognized “need in our society for 
an informed and progressive citizenry” 
and “The Charles Harrison Mason Foundation exists for the 
purpose of providing the funds and guidance for deserving youth 
who are pursuing academic, cultural and spiritual excellence 
through higher education.” 

For some of those outside the Church Of God In Christ, just 
about the last thing they would expect at that time would be for 
the late Bishop J.O. Patterson Sr. to request that Evangelist Powell 


develop the Fine Arts Scholarship Department. It was a smart 


2003 J.O. Patterson Sr. Fine Arts Scholarship recipients, from left: Christopher Davis, Marcus McCurry, Shanae Askew, Teressa Williams, and Komteria Herndon. 


move, because it gave the Church a chance to invest in its future 
and it has grown steadily since its inception. 

In a letter that noted the importance of educating COGIC 
youth and supported the Scholarship Committee, Presiding 
Bishop G.E. Patterson wrote, “I am happy to see the ever expand- 
ing program of the Church Of God In Christ. Our founding 
father, Bishop C.H. Mason, strongly supported Dr. Arenia C. 
Mallory and the Saints Academy and Junior College in 
Lexington, Mississippi. Bishop J.O. Patterson Sr. launched this 
Annual Scholarship Dinner, the C.H. Mason Foundation, and 
envisioned All Saints University. The great passion of Bishop 
L.H. Ford’s life was the education of our young people.” 

Second Presiding Bishop J. Neaul Haynes has attended the 
dinners since its beginning, and says, “My father paid for my first 
ticket, and I have continued to support it because I think the 
greatest need we have in investing our dollars—besides missions 
and soul winning—is investing in our youth.” 

The funds from the COGIC Scholarship Dinner also awards 
general scholarships to any eligible COGIC member. This 
November, a $6,000 general scholarship was awarded to Korvetta 
Thomas, a medical student at the University of Michigan-Ann 
Arbor. Her jurisdictional prelate, Bishop P.A. Brooks, stated that 
she attends prayer services each day before going to classes, after 
requesting that the prayer schedule be changed from 9am to 8am 
so that she could attend. 

After a delicious meal featuring an entrée of breast of chick- 


en stuffed with southern cornbread dressing, five young people 
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Above: a special tribute was bestowed upon 
the three surviving daughters of our founding 
father, Bishop C.H. Mason, from left: Bishop 
C.E. Blake, presenter; Mrs. Ruth Mason Lewis; 
Earline McDowell (granddaughter of Bishop 
Mason, receiving honor for her mother, Lelia 
Mason Byers); Mrs. Julia Mason Atkins; Bishop 
J.N. Haynes, presenter; Sara Jordan Powell; 
and Dr. Ailean Stingley. Right: Sara Jordan 
Powell presents a $6,000 General Scholarship 
Award to Korvetta Thomas, a medical student 
at the University of Michigan—Ann Arbor. 


Wee, 


attending universities across the 
United States displayed their talents to 
the crowd. 

Shanae M. Askew sang Deep River 
by Moses Hogan; Marcus McCurry 
sang My Good Lord Done Been Here; 
Komteria Herndon rendered Farewell Ladd/Catalan Folksong; 
and Teressa Williams sang Stand Still Jordan. Dr. Lafayette Price 
accompanied each vocalist. But it was Christopher Davis—a 
Pianist since age three—who confidently played Franz Liszt’ 
Transcendental Etude #10, who caused the audience to rise for a 
standing ovation. 

While Judges Marian Springfield and Cleorah Scruggs, City 
Court Judge LaLeisha Walker-Alford (former first place winner), 
and Dr. Lafayette Price made their decisions, Evangelist Powell 
presented a special award to the daughters of Bishop C. H. 
Mason: Mrs. Julia Mason Atkins, Mrs. Ruth Mason Lewis and 
Mrs. Earleen McDowell (representing her mother, Mrs. Lelia 
Mason Byers)—who have supported the Fine Arts through gifts 


and service since its inception in 1969. 


2003 FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Christopher Davis, First Place $2,500 

(Bishop C.E. Blake, Supervisor Barbara McCoo Lewis 

and Fine Arts Director Dr. Naddie Conedy) 
Marcus McCurry, Second Place $1,800 

(Bishop Earl J. Wright, Supervisor Francis Curtis and 

Fine Arts Director Missionary LaBarbra Whitehead) 
Teressa Williams, Third Place $1,500 

Bishop R.J. Ward and Supervisor Theresa Bolden 
Shanae Askew, Fourth Place $1,200 

Bishop Jerry Maynard, Supervisor Leola Smith 

Fine Arts Director Evangelist Barbara Jackson 
Kometria Herndon, Fifth Place $1,000 


Bishop Samuel Lowe, Supervisor Ernestine Lipford 
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DIRECTOR'S COUNCIL 
Dr. Regina S. Jones 

Dr. Lafayette Price 

Dr. Constance Price 

Judge Laleshia Walker-Alford 
Attorney B] Warren 
Professor Iris Stevenson 


Mrs. Winifred Morris 


ATM (Anointed to Mentor) 


Program Director: 
Marye Mitchell-Bell 


FINE ARTS ASSISTANTS: 


Douglas Wilkins 
Dolores Diggs 

Jacky Clark-Chisholm 
Roger L. Jones IT 
Christopher B. Thomas 


}.0. PATTERSON SR. FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP DEPARTMENT 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC. 
G.E. Patterson, Presiding Bishop 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
Sara Jordan Powell 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


Attention: Any member of the Church Of God In Christ 


between the ages of 16 and 26 
You may be eligible for a fine arts scholarship if you are currently enrolled in high 
school, college or a university in some category of performing art, including: music— 
vocal or instrumental; drama—speech, communication, theater, dramatic or oral inter- 
pretation; visual art—painting, sculpture, crafts, drawing, or a related field. 


Scholarship Candidate Profile/Application 


Name: 


Address: 


City: State: Zip: 


Phone: ( ) 


Applicant's Date of Birth: / / Name of Parent/Guardian: 


Name of Pastor: Juris. Bishop: 

Name of Juris. Supervisor: 

High School (check one:) (-} freshman [_J sophomore L) junior (_} senior 
College (check one:) (_} freshman (J sophomore (J junior (_} senior 
Performance category (check one:) L} music (Q drama (J visual arts 


Please mail this application for further details to: Sara Jordan Powell 
7122 South Sheridan Road 
PMB #133 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133 


Our mission is to offer financial assistance to deserving students who are seeking to develop 
their skills in the arts and are correlating those skills and abilities with spiritual growth and 
development in our church. 


Scholarships will be awarded during the November Convocation in Memphis, Tennessee, at an 
annual dinner in the Peabody Hotels Grand Ballroom. 


7122 South Sheridan Road ° 


Suite 133 ° Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133 * 918.494.7737 ¢ edifyl1@aol.com 
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No Drugs ¢ No Pills * No Shots ¢ No Surgeries ¢° No Side Effects 


Instructions: 
FOR ARTHRITIS & BACK PAINS 
ALL CHRONIC ACHES, AND PAINS. 


Massage a generous amount directly into affected area until 
pain completely stops. Apply two times a day for 
three days, then as needed for pain. 


FOR MIGRANE, SINUS & STRESS HEADACHES: 


Massage a generous amount into temple and neck until 
pain completely stops. 


FOR HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, HIGH BLOOD SUGAR, 
HIGH CHOLESTEROL, POOR BLOOD CIRCULATION 
& TO RELIEVE STRESS: 


Massage a generous amount into each foot until absorbed. 
Massage daily for best results. 


FOR ATHLETES FOOT & SKIN IRRITATION: 


Massage a generous amount into affected area, repeat 
treatment two times daily for three days, 
or until rash is healed. 
Order Today 


100% NATURAL e 100% HERBAL 1 for $25.95 + $8 S/H 
100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEED “(galeria 


»Order Today! Distributors Wanted 
or The Distributor Nearest You 1-800-450-6664 


USE CREDIT CARD OR SEND MONEY ORDER 


No claim to diagnose,cure,treat,or prevent any disease has been made, implied or intended. 
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Bishop Nathaniel W. Wells Jr. 


Who are the leaders? Who heads the organizations? Who controls 
the resources? The Muskegon Tribune has decided to make it our 
business to identify those individuals in our community that have 
the influence to make change for the better. In fact, the basis of 
our selection(s) were individuals (who) we feel have the ability to 
systematically influence our community for productive and posi- 
tive change.” 

The Tribune’s publisher, Franklin A. Fudail, said, “This list 
in no way represents a comprehensive list of Black leaders in 
Muskegon County. However, we believe that the selected leaders 
have the ability to systematically influence our community for 
productive and positive change and represent a solid group to 
begin what we believe is one of the most important articles ever 
to appear in The Muskegon Tribune.” 

Fudail stated that his publication will spend 2004 interview- 
ing all 15 honorees for the purpose of finding out their vision for 
enhancing the quality of life for the Black population in 
Muskegon County. He added that the newspaper will print a fol- 
low-up article after ascertaining whether or not the influential 
leaders carried out their agenda to empower the Black community. 

Impacting the community for positive change through effec- 
tive ministry has been the focus of Bishop Nathaniel W. Wells Jr. 
for more than two decades. Bishop Wells is convinced that effec- 
tive ministry involves the “total man.” In fact, Bishop Wells’ 
holistic concept of ministry is more than an ideology—it is a 
commitment to a lifestyle of dedicated service to humankind. 

Fudail obviously felt that Bishop Wells’ selection to the presti- 


gious listing was well-earned. He made the following observation 


COGIC Clergymen Named to Most 
Influential Blacks Listing In Muskegon 


ENERAL BOARD MEMBER Bishop Nathaniel W. Wells 

Jr. and Superintendent George M. Bennett were lauded for 

being among the most prominent African-Americans in 
Muskegon, Michigan. Both of these distinguished COGIC lead- 
ers were named to The Muskegon Tribune’s “15 Most Influential 
Blacks in Muskegon County” listing for 2003. Bishop Wells has 
served as senior pastor for Holy Trinity Institutional COGIC for 
nearly three decades. Superintendent Bennett marked his 40th 
anniversary as senior pastor at Mt. Zion COGIC on April 27, 2003. 

The Muskegon Tribune has a circulation of more than 
15,000, which makes it Muskegon County’s largest African- 
American owned newspaper—and one of the largest weekly pub- 
lications in the entire Western Michigan area. In releasing this 
listing, the publication noted: “Like any community, the Black 


community needs strong leadership, organization and resources. 


about the highly respected COGIC leader, “To many he is simply 
known as “The Bishop’—and his influence ranges from Mus- 
kegon County to Pennsylvania Avenue. He has served as Senior 
Pastor for the Holy Trinity Institutional Church Of God In 
Christ for over 27 years. His honors are too many to list. He has 
been directly responsible for almost 2,000 units of housing 
throughout the country, with a great many right here in 
Muskegon. He is President of The Community Organization 
Giving Individual Care, Tri-Valley Academy and Trinity Non- 
Profit Housing Corporation. Presently he serves on the Board of 
Directors for Comerica Bank, Total Christian Television, and the 
Chairman of the board for Muskegon-Oceana Community 
Action Partnership, Inc. He has received numerous honors for his 
“Total Man Ministry and his leadership in socio-economic devel- 


opment.” 


the eS 


Impacting the community for positive change through effective ministry has been the focus of Bishop 
Nathaniel W. Wells Jr. for more than two decades. Bishop Wells is convinced that effective ministry involves 
the “total man.” In fact, Bishop Wells’ holistic concept of ministry is more than an ideology-it is a com- 


mitment to a lifestyle of dedicated service to humankind. 


The Whole Truth published a feature presentation on Bishop 
Wells and Holy Trinity in its Jan/Feb/Mar 2003 issue. A native of 
Muskegon, Bishop Wells has served the Church Of God In Christ 
with distinction on the local, state, national and international levels. 
His most recent honor was being elected to the General Board of 
the International Church Of God in Christ. His direct areas of 
responsibility include Membership Services and the National 
Housing Urban and Community 
Development Program. 

The year of our Lord, 2003, 
was indeed a banner year for 
Superintendent George M. Bennett. 
In addition to reaching the land- 
mark 40th anniversary as Chief 
Shepherd at Mount Zion COGIC 
and being named among 7/e Musk- 
egon Tribune’s 15 Most Influential 
Blacks In Muskegon County list- 
ing, he also was featured in an arti- 
cle by the Muskegon Chronicle. 

In the Chronicle feature, 
Pastor Bennett is commended for 
his exemplary leadership as a local 
pastor, community leader, social 
activist, and devoted parent. 
Chronicle staff writer Clayton 
Hardiman noted that the vision- 
ary pastors “...work continues to 
ripple far beyond the walls of his church—and, for that matter, 
far beyond Muskegon. From the early 1960s, he has been 
involved in church work on the denominational level. Early on, 
he was actively involved in the Church Of God In Christ’s Youth 
Congress and gave the welcome speech at its national conference 
in Detroit in 1962.” 

Superintendent Bennett's inclusion in The Muskegon Tribune's 
listing was based on his effective leadership both in the church 
and civic arena. The Tribune gave the following account about 
the impact of the dedicated pastor's leadership. 

“He has been Pastor of Mount Zion Church Of God In 


Superintendent/Reverend George M. Bennett 


Christ for 40 years. He can be called the ‘Dean of Black Pastors’ 
in Muskegon. Rev. George Bennett is one of the most respected 
clergymen in Muskegon County. Rev. Bennett is currently a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Urban League of Greater 
Muskegon, a member and former president of Minister 
Fellowship of Greater Muskegon and a lifetime member of the 
NAACP. In addition, Rev. Bennett is the co-host for the com- 
munity-based television program, 
Black Leaders Forum.” 

Pastor Bennett serves as an 
Administrative Assistant to Bishop 
Marvin C. Pryor, Jurisdictional 
Prelate for the Third Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction of Southwest Michigan. 
He also serves as Superintendent 
of the Muskegon District in the 
Michigan 3rd Southwest, and 
Chairman of the Pastors and 
Elders’ Council. On the national 
level, he has served as Chairman 
of the Rules Committee for the 
General Assembly. 

The distinguished leader 
worked was an employee of the 
United States Post Office for 27 
years. He served in the United States 
Air Force for four years and in the 
Air Force Reserves for nine years. 

The personable preacher is the past-president of the Greater 
Muskegon Interdenominational Fellowship, past vice-chair and 
current member of the Muskegon County Cooperating Churches, 
a member of the Downtown Clergy Fellowship, and the 
Westshore Jewish Christian Dialogue Committee. 

He has been married to his lovely wife, Earline, for nearly 50 
years. They are the parents of three adult children: George Jr. 
(wife Tasha), Elder Duane (wife, Evangelist Beverly), and 
Cynthia. They have five grandchildren: Duane II, Roger, Brianna, 
Capriece and Te’ajah. 


“He (Supt. Bennett) has been Pastor of Mount Zion Church Of God In Christ for 40 years. He can be called 
the ‘Dean of Black Pastors’ in Muskegon. ...”— The Muskegon Tribune 

(The Muskegon) Chronicle ... noted that the visionary pastor's “...work continues to ripple far beyond the 
walls of his church—and, for that matter, far beyond Muskegon. 
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A COGIC ENTREPRENEUR PROFILE: 


Deacon Willie Atkins 


President and CEO of Atkins Construction Company 


DEACON WILLIE ATKINS resides in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where he attends the Founder’s Church, Temple Church Of God 
In Christ, pastored by Dr. David A. Hall Sr., who is also CEO of 
the COGIC Publishing House. He has 35 years of service on the 
Board of Deacons at Temple, and 25 of those years he has served 
as Chairman of the Board. A master carpenter, Deacon Atkins 
founded his company in 1988, after spending 15 years working 
for other builders. 

The soft spoken deacon lives in the Whitehaven area of 
Memphis, just three miles south of the internationally renowned 
Graceland Mason, home of the late Elvis Presley. Like Elvis, Mr. 
Atkins grew up in a rural area—Eads, Tennessee. He had eight 
siblings and they all received the love and support of their God- 
fearing parents, who were sharecroppers. 

Unlike Elvis, Deacon Atkins did not seek to find fame and 
fortune by entertaining people; rather he chose to work with an 
older gentleman who would teach him a trade. Mr. Robert 
Murrell was a successful African-American contractor in Eads, 
and he honored young Willie Atkins’ request to work for him as 
an apprentice. 

“Our parents instilled in us a ‘go to work with your hands’ 
work ethic,” Deacon Atkins recalled. He added that he and his 
siblings were taught to take the following Scripture literally: 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 (KJV): Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowl- 
edge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest. 

“Because of the teaching of my parents, I was not intimated 
by working hard with my hands,” he said. “I approached Mr. 
Murrell about going to work for him, and he gave me a chance to 


learn the construction business. He awarded my hard work by 


‘il 


Maen 


sharing with me all that he knew about building.” Top photo: Deacon Willie Atkins at home with his wife, Earnestine, and grand- 
daughter, Melika. Below: Deacon and Mrs. Willie Atkins with their pastor, Dr. 


Today, Deacon Atkins is a well-respected builder. In fact, he 
David A. Hall Sr., at Temple COGIC. 
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comes highly recommended by both the Memphis and Mid- 
South Builders Associations. A visit to one of his building sites 
will quickly affirm his motto: “We specialize in building your 
dream home.” 

Whether it’s a castle-designed home or a Trinity-dream 
dwelling, Deacon Atkins and his skilled associates are dedicated 
to the cause of building you a house that is second to none in 
both style and construction. This gifted builder can design the 


place you call home to include some of the following features: 


FEATURES AVAILABLE FOR YOUR DREAM HOME 
¢ Elegant Crown Molding 
° Two-piece Chair Rail 
¢ Arched Openings and Columns 


¢ Wood moulding around windows 

¢ Hardwood or Tile floors 

° Ceiling Fans 

¢ Low Maintenance Custom Brick Exteriors 

* Quality Garage Doors 

e State-of-Art Kitchens 

¢ Elegant Bathrooms, complete with “Green Room” 
features for Master Bath 

° Acrylic Whirlpool Tub 

° Copper Wiring and Plumbing 

¢ Oak or Maple Cabinets 

e Patio and/or Porch 


° A Registered Builder's Commitment to Excellence 


Deacon Atkins told The Whole Truth that he gets a special inside, and He is letting me know that this work is the result of 


touch from God each time he sees the reaction of his clients upon — me being willing to use my hands to be a blessing to others.” 
completion of their homes. “They are just overcome with joy For the Atkins, being a blessing to others by building their 
most of the time,” he said. “I am thrilled for them. It seems that dream home is indeed a family affair. His charming wife, 


while this is happening, I can feel God Himself moving on the _ Earnestine, has stood faithfully by his side for some 46 years. Mrs. 
Atkins served as Deacon 


Atkins’ bookkeeper in the 
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early stages of his business, 
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him for sales presentations. 


“This has truly been a team 


effort,” she said. “I knew that 
my husband had grown tired of 
working for other people, and 
wanted to start building for 
himself. I not only encour- 
aged him to pursue his dream, 
but I rolled up my sleeves and 
helped in whatever way I 
could. Whether it was helping 
with surveying or with pay- 
roll, I made it my business to 
support him in his business.” 
Granddaughter Melika 
Atkins is 17. She shared with 
The Whole Truth her thoughts 
about being the grandchild of a master builder. “It is really 


great to have a grandfather who has made a successful life for 
himself by making the dreams of other’s come true,” she said. 
“My grandfather is a role model to this generation, because he 
has proven that as a Black man, you can prosper without turn- 
ing to a life of crime, or being an athlete or entertainer. And, 
let me add, my granddad is also an excellent mentor. I have 


learned so much from him about how to take advantage of the 


opportunities we have as Americans to be productive citizens.” 

Deacon Atkins puts his success as an entrepreneur in its 
proper perspective. “To God be the Glory for the things He has 
done,” he said. “It is God who has honored His word in my 
life. That is why I continue to serve at the Temple, and make 
myself available to assist our great pastor, Dr. Hall, in whatev- 
er way I can.” 

For additional information about Atkins Construction 


Company, please call (901) 490-9226 or (901) 345-5180. 


From top: Deacons of Temple COGIC, front row: Deacon Robert 
Wirt, Deacon Elijah Buckler, Deacon Willie Atkins (who serves as chari- 
man of the Board of Deacons at Temple COGIC), and Deacon Reginald 
Lester; back row: Deacon Eddie Hayslett, Deacon Robert Ellis, Deacon 
Melvin Mills, and Deacon Eddie Morris (Deacon Jeral Walker was pres- 
ent but missed the photo session). 

Middle: The Atkins in front of one of the homes—and lower, a luxury 
master bath—built by Atkins Construction Company. 
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COGIC’S MINISTRY IMPACTING LIVES OF BLACK VENDORS 


A-1 Printing Focuses on Quality Service 


By Calvin L. Burns 


FRAZER WINDLESS, PRESIDENT AND CEO of A-1 
Printing Service Inc. in Memphis, Tenn., is convinced that, 
“Relationships build businesses, and businesses build communi- 
ties.” The personable CEO told The Whole Truth that his business 
relationship with the International Church Of God In Christ has 
enhanced both his spiritual and entrepreneurial endeavors. 
Established in 1988, A-1 Printing is a full-service printing enter- 
prise. Mr. Windless’ charming wife, Demetra, serves as A-1’s vice 
president. The award-winning company does a great deal of work 
for our Church, and has been named the official printer for the 
Women’s Convention by the Inter- 
national Supervisor of Women, 
Mother Willie Mae Rivers. 

“T have been highly favored 
by God to have the Saints of the 
Church Of God In Christ as my 
clients,” observed Windless, who 
serves on the Board of Deacons 
at Greater Mount Moriah 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
where Rev. J.L. Payne is pastor. 
“In having the opportunity to 
meet the various printing needs 
of COGIC, I’ve worked closely 
with the national leaders of the 
denomination. I have been 
inspired as I learned more about 
the doctrine of Holiness and 
Entire Sanctification in one’s walk as a Christian. This helped me 
gain insight into the fact that God is not calling us to a denomi- 
nation, but He is welcoming us to a lifestyle based on Holiness 
through Jesus Christ and being filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

Deacon Windless added that this revelation has provided 
great assistance to him in performing his duties at Greater Mount 
Moriah, and in his daily walk in the marketplace. “Realizing that 
God gives empowerment through the Holy Spirit in every aspect 
of an individual’s life has helped me tremendously in the area of 
teaching and applying the Word, and in knowing how to better 
assist Pastor Payne, who is also an anointed leader with a vision 
for ministry,” he said. “And any business person will tell you that 
working with the public can be extremely difficult. The insight I 
have received from the saints about letting the Holy Spirit lead 
you in the time of crisis has been very fruitful for me in dealing 
with hostile clients.” 

The low-key printing executive stated that he has been espe- 
cially impressed with both Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson and 


International Supervisor of Women, Mother Willie Mae Rivers. 


“Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson and Mother Rivers have a spe- 
cial place in my heart,” Deacon Windless said. “They are truly 
Ambassadors for Christ. Before I started doing work for the 
Presiding Bishop (printing programs, bulletins, and video covers 
for Temple of Deliverance, Cathedral of Bountiful Blessings Inc.), 
I would see him on his telecast, and of course, I was impressed 
with his knowledge of the Scriptures and the anointing that is 
upon his life. In person, he is such a humble man of God, you 
just can't help but to be inspired by his approach to uplifting 
God’s people.” 


Deacon Windless added that his work with Mother Rivers 
and the Women’s Department has given him a greater insight on 
the important role that women play in ministry for the Inter- 
national Church Of God In Christ. “Until I met Mother Rivers 
and members of her staff, I didn’t realize the total impact that the 
women have on worldwide ministry in the Church Of God In 
Christ,” he recalled. “Through the relationship I built with 
Mother Rivers, I learned that it is the women who often estab- 
lished churches and missions both here in America and abroad. 
The saintly women of COGIC work hand-in-hand with the lead- 
ership to help with the carrying out of your (denomination’s) mis- 
sion. Of course, that reflects well on the overall leadership of your 
Church. Needless to say, I have the highest respect for Mother 
Rivers, and I’m extremely honored that she has adopted me as one 
of her ‘spiritual sons.” 

The dedicated business owner added that the special business 
relationship he has established with COGIC reflects his company’s 
commitment to gaining clients by ensuring customer satisfaction 


through quality service. “Our goal is to provide a quality product 


for our customers in all of our services,” he said. “This is based on 
our firm’s commitment to the belief that if we don’t take care of 
our customer, then someone else will.” 

Taking care of a client's customer service needs may range 
from the following categories: business identities—presentation 
packages, stationery, envelopes, business cards, labels, order forms 
and pads; publications—magazines, books, tabloids, journals, 
newsletters, catalogs, directories, annual reports, pamphlets, and 
calendars; promotional items—announcements, inserts, advertis- 
ing circulars, flyers, brochures, and post cards. A-1’s areas of 
expertise include graphic design, 1-6 color commercial printing, 
saddle-stitching binding, perfect binding, die-cutting, number- 
ing, scoring, and shipping and receiving. 

Deacon Windless advised The Whole Truth that every mem- 
ber of his 18-person staff has been taught that providing quality 


goods and services for clients is not an option, rather it is manda- 
tory. “Succeeding in the printing industry takes total commit- 
ment to quality service in every aspect of the business,” he 
observed. “Here at A-1 Printing Service Inc., all finished products 
must meet the company’s standards before shipment. Quality is 
monitored and measured throughout the printing and produc- 
tion process.” 

Born in Squirrel Lake, Mississippi, in 1963, the 40-year-old 
business owner stated that his commitment to excellence is based 
on a strong work ethic he learned while growing-up on a farm. “It 
was 12 of us in my family, and hard work was a way of life for us,” 
he said. “Our parents taught us that if we set honorable goals, 
then they could be obtained if we were willing to work just as 
hard at getting to that goal as we did in making a crop.” 

Taking the teaching of his parents to heart, the young 
Windless went about the business of setting personal and career 
goals. “I set a goal to have my first car by age 21, but I reached 
that goal at 19,” he recalled. “After working for other (printing) 


companies as a pressman, I decided that I wanted to have my own 


business by the time I reached 30; and God blessed me to reach 
that goal at 26.” 

Deacon Windless’ career goal was reached by starting a print- 
ing business from a shed in his backyard. From that humble 
beginning, A-1 has grown to become a major player in the print- 
ing industry. The company has received recognition from the 
Small Business Administration as Memphis Service Firm of the 
Year for 1995, Memphis Business Journals Small Business of The 
Year 1999, and the Silver Star Achievers Award for 2000. 

Recently, Deacon Windless was honored by the Honorable 
Dr. W.W. Herenton, Mayor, City of Memphis, and City 
Councilman Rickey Peete, who presented the distinguished busi- 
nessman with a Key to the City. Mayor Herenton lauded the 
owner of A-1 for the outstanding services the company has ren- 


dered for the City of Memphis. This prestigious honor did indeed 


reinforce the visionary business owner’s motto that “Relationships 
Build Businesses and Businesses Build Communities.” 

The road from chopping and picking cotton in Squirrel Lake 
under the natural light that God created, to the spotlight of busi- 
ness success in the Bluff City has been paved for Frazer Windless 
by setting goals and hard work. His advice to aspiring business 
persons who are being told that because of their socioeconomic 
status, their dream is unattainable, is, “Don’t let anyone tell you 
that you can't physically reach your goal that is based on your 
dreams and vision. Move forward toward your goal with the same 
conviction of Jesus Christ when he said (Luke 2:49-b) ‘I must be 
about my Father’s business.” 

For additional information concerning the services offered 
by A-1, contact Frazer Windless, A-1 Printing Services, Inc., 810 
E. Brooks Road, Memphis, TN 38116. Telephone: (901) 396- 
2023; Fax: (901) 344-8734. His Web site can be found at 


http://www.al printingsvc.com 
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COGIC’S MINISTRY IMPACTING LIVES OF BLACK VENDORS 


Self Tucker: Building a Dream Into Reality 


Career Goals for Black Architects Began with Hands-on Experience 


By Calvin L. Burns 


Biblical history records that a young King Solomon was a 
man of profound wisdom, and that the Genesis of his knowledge 
came from acknowledging God as the purveyor of every good and 
perfect gift—and seeking His Divine guidance in the day-to-day 
governance of what was then the united kingdom of Israel. It was 
Solomon who noted in Proverbs 29:18 (a): Where there is no 
vision, the people perish. For Juan R. Self and Jimmie E. Tucker, 
the principals of Self Tucker Architects, Inc. in Memphis, Tenn., 
that passage of scripture is more than a proverb—it is a way of 
life. These two successful African-American males dared to dream 
—as teenagers growing up in the Mid-South—about being archi- 
tects one day. Today, their 
award-winning firm is 
making an impact in the 
way of innovative archi- 
tectural design for major 
denominations and cor- 
porations around the 
country, including the 
nation’s premier Holiness- 
Pentecostal body, the 
International Church Of 
God In Christ. The firm’s 
illustrations and presenta- 
tions of COGIC’s Master 
Plan as conceived by Pre- 
Bishop G.E. 


Patterson and the 


siding 


a, 


with a great deal of gratification. They reviewed both projects for 
The Whole Truth, starting with the most recent undertaking— 
The Temple of Deliverance Christian Life and Youth Center. 

“Bishop Patterson was ready to move forward with the build- 
ing of the Christian Life and Youth Center at his church, Temple 
of Deliverance, Bountiful Blessing Inc.,” Juan Self recalled. “He 
wanted the building to convey the focus of his holistic ministry. 
Bishop Patterson emphasized the point that he wanted the struc- 
ture to serve as an inviting presence not just for his members, but 
to the entire community.” 

Our Chief Apostle was initially interested in talking with Self 
‘Tucker concerning a vision 
he had for the Inter- 
national Church. The 
firm had been highly 
recommended to him by 
General Board members 
Bishop P.A. Brooks and 
Bishop W.W. Hamilton. 
“While living in Washing- 
ton, I worked for a firm 
that designed worship 
facilities for both Bishop 
Brooks and _ Bishop 
Hamilton,” Self told The 
Whole Truth. 

The meeting with 


the architects convinced 


Juan R. Self, left, and Jimmie E. Tucker discuss their various projects for the Church Of 


General Board are indeed God ln Christ. 
cutting-edge. 

Established in 1995, Self Tucker Architects, Inc. has earned 
a reputation for delivering quality goods and services to clients. It 
is because of the firm’s solid image in the community that 
Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson asked to meet with Self and 
Tucker to discuss his vision for both the International Church Of 
God In Christ and his local congregation. 

The first order of business that the Presiding Bishop wanted 
to discuss dealt with his desire to have COGIC’s proper status as 
the nation’s premier Holiness-Pentecostal denomination estab- 
lished in Memphis. Our Chief Apostle wanted to extend the 
Church's presence from Mason Street to E.H. Crump Boulevard. 
Later, our dedicated leader would ask Self and Tucker to design a 
state-of-the-art Christian Life Center for the church where he 
serves as senior pastor, Temple of Deliverance. 


The two talented architects talked about those assignments 


Presiding Bishop Patterson 

that he had the right fit 
for making his dream a reality for the International Church. In fact, 
he had no reservations about calling on the firm to design the 
Christian Life and Youth Center at Temple of Deliverance as well. 
His reaction from that initial meeting is indicative of the percep- 
tion of the numerous clients who have benefited from the servic- 
es rendered by Self Tucker. 

Self, a Missionary Baptist minister serving as pastor for First 
Baptist in Clarksdale, Mississippi, explained to The Whole Truth 
that it is essential for his firm to express the uniqueness of each 
congregation when it comes to designing a worship facility. He 
added that there is no preconceived concept of what the structure 
should look like. 

“We know that the building must be representative of our 
God that we serve,” Self said. “Other than that, we have no pre- 


conceived notions about the look of the facility. Each pastor and 


congregation has their own vision and 
focus of ministry. It is our job to sit 
down and talk with the pastor and 
congregation, and capture their vision. 
Then, we convey that vision in the 
designing of their facility.” 

Jimmie Tucker said the firm 
stayed focused on that approach 
when it came to developing COGIC’s 
Master Plan as conceived by the Presi- 
dium. “The Church Of God In Christ, 
headquartered here in Memphis, has 
an international presence,” he observed. 
“Historic Mason Temple, the place 
where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave 
his farewell address, is buried in that 
block on Mason Street. The current 
location of COGIC’s headquarters 


does not permit the denomination to 


communicate the international promi- 
nence of the membership.” 

Tucker added that he and his 
partner assisted our Chief Apostle and 
the General Board in developing a 
Master Plan for our Church. This 
comprehensive expansion and rede- 
velopment strategy is aimed at elevat- 
ing COGIC%s presence in Memphis to 
the same level of prominence it has 
achieved as the nation’s premier 
Holiness-Pentecostal denomination. 

“In order for COGIC to effectively communicate its world- 
wide importance to the city of Memphis, its headquarters needed 
to be extended to Crump Boulevard,” Tucker said. “Therefore, 
after catching the vision for that need, we developed a master plan 
to ensure that the vision that Presiding Bishop Patterson has for 
the expansion of Historic Mason Temple will become a reality.” 

The project calls for COGIC to work in partnership with the 
City of Memphis in redeveloping the old Fowler Homes Develop- 
ment site. The main thrust of this innovative effort calls for 
Mason Street to be turned into a boulevard, and COGIC in turn 
will purchase a portion of the of the 11-acre Fowler Homes site 
from the Memphis Housing Authority. Once that purchase is 
made, COGIC will expand its headquarters, centralize opera- 
tions, and develop a presence on E.H. Crump Boulevard. 

This $50 million faith-based collaborative is designed to 
redevelop a five block area around Historic Mason Temple in 
South Memphis. Self Tucker designed the expansion and redevel- 
opment to include apartments for senior citizens, single-family 
homes, a new facility for All Saints Bible College, and a new 
headquarters complex. 

The veteran architects noted that redevelopment has a high 


priority on their list of services. They both clearly understand the 


importance that revitalizing a commu- 
nity has on improving the quality of 
life for all the citizens. 

In fact, they realized. the signifi- 
cance that architecture plays in the 
development of a community at an 


early age. Pastor Self developed an 


vor Track 


interest in architecture while spending 
ali his youth in Clarksdale working for 
his stepfather’s construction company. 
He was encouraged to pursue his 
dream to become an architect, and he 
went on to earn his undergraduate 
degree from Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. 

Tucker's career goal of becoming 
an architect was framed in his drafting 
class at Lincoln Junior High. He used 
the support that he received from his 
instructors and family as his motiva- 
tion to go on to undergraduate school 
at Princeton and graduate school at 
Washington University in St. Louis. 

Today, the astute businessmen have 
obtained their dream, leading a 24- 
person firm with eight staff architects. 
They noted that their experiences have 
taught them the importance of having 
a wealth of talented people working 
for you who strive for excellence. 

Self Tucker's commitment to excellence is clearly reflected in 
their achievements and awards in the marketplace. In fact, the 
firm is one of the most honored businesses in Memphis. 
Accolades 2002, The American 
Architects/ Memphis Chapter—Award of Excellence In Renova- 


include: Institute of 
tion/ National Civil Rights Museum Expansion; 2000, Memphis 
Landmarks Commission Excellence In Compatible Additions, 
Steele Hall/LeMoyne-Owen College; 2000, The Memphis 
Business Journals Small Business of The Year Award, The 
American Institute of Architects/Gulf States Region Merit Award 
for the National Civil Rights Museum Expansion; and 1997, 
Business of The Year/The Memphis Black Business Association. 

The firm’s clientele includes the FedExForum, National Civil 
Rights Museum, and the Stax Museum. In addition, Self Tucker 
has developed stunning structures for churches, day care centers, 
and a variety of other businesses. Pastor Self and ‘Deacon’ Tucker 
stand ready to “catch the vision of their clients.” This well- 
embraced philosophy grew from their own visions that they 
developed while gaining hands-on experience as teenagers. 

The corporate office of Self Tucker Architects, Inc. is located 
at 505 Tennessee Street, Suite 101, Memphis, TN 38103. They 
can be reached at (901) 261-1505; fax (901) 261-1515. They can 


be found on the Internet at www.selftucker.com. 
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ON THE MOVE FOR GOD 


LOS ANGELES - General Board Member and First Assistant 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake is truly a man on the move for - 
God. In addition to his local, jurisdictional, and national work in | 


the Church Of God In Christ he is also the founder of SAVE | 


AFRICA’S CHILDREN. Ninety percent of the world’s AIDS 


orphans live in sub-Saharan Africa. The UN AIDS bureau estimates | 
that there will be 40 million orphans in Africa by 2010. According | 
to their web site, SAVE AFRICAS CHILDREN “is a people-to- | 
people, church-to-church initiative designed to allow God's people : 
to help save the lives of children in Africa and provide them with a ! 
brighter future. All funds raised ... will help provide urgently need- ! 
ed care for AIDS orphans, children with HIV/AIDS, and other chil- | 
dren exposed to this heart-wrenching disease.” For information, you | 


may contact them online, 24-hours a day, 7 days a week, or by | 


phone, fax, or U.S. mail. 


Email address: info@saveafricaschildren.org 


Phone: 1(323) 733-1048 or Toll-free 1(866) 313-2722 | 


Kax: h(G23)0/35- iA 
Mailing address: 

SAVE AFRICA’S CHILDREN 
Post Office Box 8386 

Los Angeles, CA 90008 


ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
CONVENE IN CAMEROON 


CAMEROON | COGIG Schela i Mine eat ronilines 


joined 400 Christian leaders and laypersons that journeyed to 


Cameroon November 23-27, 2003, for the 8th general assembly : 


of the All Africa Conference of Churches held in Yoaunde, 


Cameroon. Women and youth pre-assemblies dealt with difficult | 
topics which African nations must address, including issues deal- | 


ing with HIV/Aids and the stigma attached to those suffering — 


from the disease; racism; sexism; and economics. In his opening 


address, the head of the African Union and Mozambique | 


President Joachim Chissano challenged Africans and church lead- 


ers to take more responsibility for Africa’s troubled past while tak- | 


ing the lead in establishing future solutions for the crisis. 


The All Africa Conference of Churches was founded in 1963, 


and is headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya. The AACC has 146 mem- 
ber churches and associate members in 41 African countries. The | 
Rev. Dr. Mvume Dandala, former presiding bishop of the | 
Methodist Church of South Africa, is the general secretary of the 3 


AACC. For more information, contact Marlon Millner, Black | 
Church Liaison Committee/ NCC/WCC Media Delegate at (866) 


278-9329 or e-mail at marlonmillner@att.net 
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MINISTER’S AND WORKER’S CONVENTION 

BERKELEY, CA - Bishop Robert-Richard Carr, the 
Jurisdictional Prelate of Greater Northern California Second for six 
years, reports that the Jurisdiction is moving forward. In the last 
Ministers and Workers Convention, over 25 souls were saved with 
many reports of physical healing as well. “Last year the Lord blessed 
us in a tremendous way,” he said, “and we can attribute our godly 
success to the unity of the brethren and also the praying women of 
our jurisdiction, led by State Supervisor Emma Person.” Concerning 
his State Mother, Bishop Carr says, “Mother Person's Women's Day 
Service is always a highlight of the Worker’s meeting. They meet at 
10 a.m. and over 100 women join her in prayer services. She is a 
strong supporter of her Bishop and her Jurisdiction.” 

The theme for the Sixth Annual Minister’s and Worker's 
Convention was Expecting the Promises and was held January 
5-10, 2004, at the Corinthian Church Of God In Christ, with host 
pastor Supt. B.T. Turner. On official day, Bishop Carr spoke, giving 
out blessed oil to the entire Jurisdiction. For further information, 
call the State Headquarters located at the Ephesian Church Of God 
In Christ, (510) 654-6402. When youre in the Northern Cali- 
fornia Bay area, Bishop Carr invites you to visit them at 1709 


Alcatraz Avenue, Berkeley, Ca. 94703. 


WEST IRVING COGIC NURSING HOME 
RESIDENTS MINISTERED TO 

IRVING, TX - The West Irving Church Of God In Christ 
Nursing Home Ministries ministered to 140 senior citizens at the 
Ashford Nursing Home during the Christmas holidays. “We don't 
wait until Christmas to serve the residents of Ashford,” said Pastor 
Andrew Jackson, “but we adopted the center over five years ago and 
Sister Sylvia Wheeler, our nursing home director, has done a 
tremendous job.” The senior citizens were delighted with the 
singing, praise dancing, a reading of a poem—which one of the res- 
idents wrote at age 16 (and who is now 75)—and Elder Jackson's 


preaching, before receiving individuals gifts. 


NASHVILLE'S TABERNACLE OF FAITH 
DELIVERANCE COGIC WELCOMES YOU 
NASHVILLE, TN - Bishop Felton Smith and First Lady 
Connie Smith invite you to the services of the Tabernacle of Faith 
Deliverance Church Of God In Christ. “The Lord is truly blessing 
our ministry, because the pastor has a vision for winning and moti- 
vating individuals whatever their background,” says First Lady 
Smith. When in the Nashville area, visit the church located at 1509 
Jefferson Street or call (615) 341-0202 for further information. 


MOTHER THELMA COTTEN SHARES HER 
WISDOM TO INFLUENCE YOUTH 

GARY, IN - To International Purity Lady Mother Thelma 
Cotten, charity begins at home and then spreads abroad. To equip 
teens with practical wisdom and spiritual armament, Mother 
Cotten sponsors teen workshops and youth camps to stem the tide 
of the enemy's influence over not only COGIC youth, but all young 
people in the Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Illinois area. The 
former public school teacher says, “we cannot compromise the stan- 
dards of holiness,” and is available to help motivate state and district 


purity ladies wherever she is called to share her wisdom. Please write 


her at RO. Box 1915, Gary, IN 46409. 


COGIC Books 
The Appropriate Churchman by Bishop J. Neaul Haynes 
DALLAS, TX - In his book, The Appropriate 
Churchman, Bishop J. Neaul Haynes —Jurisdictional Prelate of 
Texas Northeast and 2nd Assistant Presiding Bishop—offers a 
glimpse into life growing up in what has become the largest 
Holiness -Pentecostal church in the world, the Church Of God 
In Christ. Readers will enjoy vignettes of Bishop C.H. Mason's 
stay in the home of his comrade Bishop EL. Haynes Sr.; a young 
fiery J. Neaul Haynes preaching on the streets of Texas towns 
and in wagon beds on the grounds of the Waco, Texas, holy con- 
vocation (the largest gathering of the saints of that era outside 
Memphis); meeting the love of his life, Vivian King; and much 
more. The book can be purchased for $13.95 at the COGIC 
Bookstore in Memphis, or by calling State Headquarters at 
(214) 375-4105. 


Church Growth Through Sunday School 
by International President Supt. Alton Gatlin 

LAFAYETTE, LA. - The Whole Truth found a gem in 
Church Growth Through Sunday School, which is 
International President Supt. Alton Gatlin’s well thought-out 
publication to jump-start your church’s Sunday School classes. 
His team of writers take local Sunday School leaders step-by- 
step through a process that is designed to be an important tool 
of Christian development, with chapters on “A Sunday School 
Growth Campaign,” the work of the International Sunday 
School Teacher’s Association, a section on Covenant Partners, 
and more. This booklet is a great bargain at $5.00 and a must- 
have for any serious local, district, or state Sunday School 
Superintendent! Contact Supt. Gatlin for more information at 


cogicsundayschool.com or (337) 783-0760 


i ifs LIS MS] - , 
Glenda Williams-Goodson on the move at the 2004 
Leadership Conference. 


Music Reviews 
The Anointed Pace Sisters 

We've all heard of The Anointed Pace Sisters and their new 
project, the 2003 Its Already Done, which is superb (check out 
title song)—but there are two single projects worth giving a lis- 
ten to from this gospel dynasty as well: 

The Voices of Power features M.J. Pace’s I Can See Clearly 
Now title song, treating listeners to a fresh version with this 
remake. Also make note of the tracks Glory Due Your Name 
and Got Nothing But Love For Ya. 

Every song on Duranice Pace’s CD It’s Up From Here is 
designed to uplift and inspire. The Enemys Phone Call is a 
favorite, as well as Shall Boulevard. The track [ts Already Done 
is a triumph, and the way she plays with the single word “done” 


is nice. 


... Well Worth a Listen 

In his freshman self-titled project, Antonio Britton instinc- 
tively knows what matters and that’s the reason for its success. 
Rather than attempting to fit his voice to someone else’s style in 
Joy is on the Way, Britton takes the listener higher to a place 
outside of themselves and into God’s presence. For information 


call (615) 321- 4568. 
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G. E. PATTERSON 


YOU CALL YOURSELF A CHRISTIAN. 


You say that you have surrendered your 


entire life to God, and you're living in the 
Promised Land of your salvation. 


But it seems that the feeling of fulfillment was temporary—replaced 
by emptiness. Sickness has crept in where health should be. What 
about your finances? You thought you would be rich, not just living 
from day to day. Depression has become a way of life. The feeling of 
freedom and power has been replaced by bondage and fear. 


But God loves His people, and He loves you too much to let you 
shrivel up in a dungeon of depression or helplessness. In the days of the 
Old Testament, God sent men and women with the authority to deliver 
His people from oppression, even when they didn’t deserve His mercy. 
These deliverers were called “judges, because they brought His justice 
and mercy into balance in the lives of His people. Today, you have the 
greatest Judge of all—Jesus Christ. 


G. E. Patterson challenges you to let Christ break the shackles of low 
self-esteem, poverty, and spiritual dryness off your life. Open your heart 
to His righteous judgments, and you will find His offer of forgiveness, 
grace, and new freedom! With Jesus the Deliverer on your side, 


you are the only person who can prevent your freedom. 


Available at the COGIC Bookstore 
285 South Main Street 
Memphis, TN 38103 
901-525-4004 phone ° 901-525-4001 fax 


HERE COMES 


UDGE 


FINDING FREEDOM IN THE PROMISED 


ISBN: 0-88368-775-5 
Retail: $12.99 


LAND 


Gi 


Shampoo your hair with SUPER ROOTS CONDITIONING 
SHAMPOO. This shampoo completely cleanses hair 
from the roots up. Be sure to shampoo your hair 
and rinse thoroughly 3 times. 


HELPFUL HINTS: 
Shampoo your hair once a week. This makes sure 
that your hair and scalp are clean. Rinse well to 
remove all residue and build-up from hair and scalp. 


STEP 2: 


SUPER ROOTS TREATMENT 
Massage treatment into scalp 3-5 times per week. 
A simple massage 3-5 times per week promotes 
hair growth and a healthy scalp. Massage well. 


SUPER QUIK GROW TREATMENT 
(Same results as Super Roots, but recommended 
for color treated hair.) 


100% NATURAL * 100% HERBAL 
100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEED 


Over 1 MILLION Satisfied Users 


& OMNIS 
iGROW™ 
GROW STRONGER. THICKER. 
LONGER HAIR 


IN FOUR ENSY STEPS! 


FOR THE DISTRIBUTOR NEAREST YOU 


Giz 


After you have treated your hair, it is time to condition. 


Please choose your conditioner. 


4 ROOTS UP MOISTURIZER HERBAL OIL CONDITIONER. 
For best result, apply conditioner to hair and 
scalp 3 to 5 times per week. Massage well 
into hair. Comb hair into desired style. 


STOP HAIR LOSS 24-7 LEAVE IN CONDITIONER. 
(Same results as 4 Roots Up Moisturizer, but 
recommended for color treated hair.) 


Apply SUPER ROOTS HOT OIL TREATMENT. 

For best results, massage the Hot Oil into hair 
and scalp every other day. Massage well. 
Comb hair into desired style. 


NOW ONLY 
ANY 4 For $39.99 
FAMILY SPECIAL 
ANY 12 FOR $100.00 


FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING 
Send Check or Money Order 


Be 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 


1-800-450-6664 


OMNI WORLD CORPORATION “An Organization Founded On Faith” 
P.O. Box 2151 Augusta, GA 30903 (800) 450-6664 
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At last, easily shop the 
most luxurious hand 
embroidered and 
embellished 
fully lined suits and 
dresses at 


40-70% Off 


Boutique Prices! 


Find Stunning 
Church Suits 


Mother of The Bride 
Career and all 

Special Occasions suits 
at incredible prices. 


Dont miss our 


FREE 


and 50% Off Matching hat 
and purse promotion 


SALE ENDS SOON! 


Church of God In Christ 
members receive 
an additional 


5% discount! 


Just use code COGIC 


and order today from 
our on-line catalog at: 


ad 


www. womensuits.com 
or call (310)-383-3333 


riginal Price 


